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☐  Inclusive and meaningful digital access to 
e-governance and welfare delivery systems is a 
part of the fundamental right to life and liberty, the 
Supreme Court held in a judgment. 

☐  the state has an obligation to provide an inclusive 
digital ecosystem to the marginalised, 
underprivileged, vulnerable, and disabled. 

☐  Key highlights and implications include: 

● Digital Access as a Fundamental Right: The 
court’s interpretation elevates inclusive digital 
access to a non-negotiable constitutional 
guarantee, on par with food, shelter, and 
healthcare. 
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● State's Affirmative Duty: It places a positive 
obligation on the state to ensure digital 
infrastructure, services, and platforms are 
accessible to persons with disabilities (PwDs), 
rural populations, elderly citizens, linguistic 
minorities, and others who are digitally 
marginalized. 

● Substantive Equality in Technology: Invoking 
substantive equality — which goes beyond 
formal equality — the court emphasizes that 
different needs require different 
accommodations, such as assistive technology, 
localized content, and inclusive design. 

● Digital KYC Reform: The court’s  directions to 
improve KYC processes for accessibility 
underscore how even routine bureaucratic tasks, 
when digitized without inclusivity, can become 
barriers to basic rights like opening a bank 
account or receiving welfare. 

● The state’s obligation under Articles 21 [right to 
a dignified life], 14 [equality], 15 [right against 
discrimination], 38 [Directive Principles of State 
Policy] of the Constitution must encompass the 
responsibility to ensure that digital 
infrastructure, government portals, online 
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learning platforms and financial technology are 
universally accessible and responsive to all 
vulnerable and marginalised sections,” 

☐   

Which constitutional articles were invoked by the Supreme 
Court in relation to digital access and inclusion? 

1. Article 14 – Right to Equality 

2. Article 15 – Prohibition of Discrimination 

3. Article 21 – Right to Life and Liberty 

4. Article 38 – Directive Principles of State Policy 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

A. 1 and 3 only  

 B. 2 and 4 only  

 C. 1, 2 and 3 only  

 D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: D 

EXPECTED MAINS QS 

GS Paper II: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social 
Justice 

Q "Digital inclusion is now a constitutional mandate, not 
just a policy objective." In light of the recent Supreme Court 

judgment, critically examine the implications of recognizing 

digital access as a fundamental right under Article 21. (150 

WORDS) 
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Q "The digital divide in India is not just technological, 
but also deeply socio-economic." Evaluate this 

statement with reference to the recent SC judgment and 

suggest policy measures to bridge this divide (150WORDS) 
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☐  Personality rights refer to the legal rights of an 
individual to control the commercial use and 
protection of their identity, including their name, 
image, likeness, voice, and other personal 
attributes. These rights are often divided into two 
key categories: 

☐  1. Right to Privacy (Personal Aspect): 

● Protects an individual’s right to be left alone and 
not have their identity or private life intruded 
upon without consent. 

● Enshrined as a fundamental right under Article 
21 of the Indian Constitution (as held in Justice 
K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India, 2017). 

☐  2. Right of Publicity (Commercial Aspect): 

● Gives individuals control over how their identity 
is used for commercial gain (e.g., in 
advertisements, movies, video games). 

● Especially relevant for celebrities, 
sportspersons, and public figures who have a 
monetizable persona. 

● Prevents unauthorized use of one’s likeness or 
name for profit. 

Examples of Personality Rights Issues: 

● Using a celebrity’s image in a product ad without 
their consent. 
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● Making a film or web series based on a person’s 
life without authorization. 

● Publishing a book or article revealing private 
facts about a person 

 

 

1. Which of the following best describes “Personality 
Rights”? 

A. The right of an individual to express their opinions freely.  

 B. The right of an individual to control the use of their identity 

and image.  

 C. The right of the state to regulate online content.  

 D. The right of individuals to participate in public life. 

Answer: B 

2. In the context of Indian law, personality rights include 
which of the following? 

1. Right to privacy 

2. Right to publicity 

3. Right to education 

4. Right to be forgotten 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

A. 1 and 2 only  

 B. 1, 2 and 3 only 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 C. 2 and 4 only  

 D. 1, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: A 
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☐  Fair and 
Remunerative 
Price (FRP) is the 

minimum price at 

which the 

government 
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mandates sugar 

mills to purchase 

sugarcane from 

farmers in India. It 

is a 

government-fixed 

price that ensures 

sugarcane 
growers get a 
reasonable return 

on their crop, 

balancing the 

interests of both 

farmers and 
sugar mills. 

✅ Key Features 
of FRP (Fair and 
Remunerative 
Price): 

1. Announced by: 

o The Central 
Government 
on the 

recommendat

ion of the 
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Commission 
for 
Agricultural 
Costs and 
Prices 
(CACP). 

1. Applies to: 

o Sugarcane, 

specifically. It 

is different 

from 

Minimum 

Support Price 

(MSP), which 

applies to 

several other 

crops. 

1. Objective: 

o To ensure 

profitability 
to 
sugarcane 
farmers 

while 

considering 
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the paying 

capacity of 

sugar mills 

and sugar 

prices in the 

market. 

Binding Nature: 

● It is statutorily 
binding on 

sugar mills 

under the 

Sugarcane 
(Control) 
Order, 1966. 

● Recovery-base
d pricing: 

● FRP is linked to 

the recovery 
rate of sugar 
from 
sugarcane (i.e., 

how much sugar 

is extracted per 

kg of cane). 
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Feature FRP (Fair and 

Remunerative 

Price) 

MSP (Minimum 

Support Price) 

Crop applicability Only for 

sugarcane 

For 23+ crops 

including wheat, 

rice, pulses 

Statutory status Binding on buyers 

(sugar mills) 

Not legally binding 

(except in specific 

schemes) 

Fixing authority Central Govt. (on 

CACP 

recommendation) 

Central Govt. (on 

CACP 

recommendation) 

Payment timeline Mills must pay 

within 14 days 

Procurement 

usually done by 

government 

agencies 
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TOPIC - Shenzhou-19 (PRELIMS - SCIENCE & 

TECH) 

 

 

 

 

● Shenzhou 19 . was a Chinese spaceflight to the 
Tiangong space station that was launched on 29 
October 2024 and returned to Earth on 30 April 
2025. 

● It carried three crew members on board a 
Shenzhou spacecraft. 
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Big Bang Theory: 
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o The universe began 13.8 billion years ago in a 

uniform state after the Big Bang. 

o Early universe was smooth, with only small 

density variations (~1 in 100,000). 

Cosmic Microwave Background (CMB): 

The Cosmic Microwave Background (CMB) is the cooled 
remnant of the first light that could ever travel freely 
throughout the Universe. This 'fossil' radiation, the 

furthest that any telescope can see, was released soon 

after the Big Bang 

o CMB is the leftover radiation from the Big Bang, 

which revealed a smooth glow. 

o This uniformity suggested a lack of major 

structure in the early universe. 

Primordial Fluctuations: 

o Over time, small density fluctuations grew into 

large-scale structures like galaxies, clusters, 

and filaments. 

o These clumps of matter formed due to 

gravitational forces acting on both baryonic 
matter (ordinary matter) and dark matter. 

Dark Matter and Dark Energy: 
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o Dark matter (invisible matter that doesn't interact 

with light) and dark energy (mysterious force 

driving expansion) comprise 95% of the universe. 

o Their interplay influences how the universe 

evolved from a uniform state to its current clumpy 

structure. 

Sigma 8 (S8): 

o S8 is a cosmological parameter used to measure 

matter density fluctuations over regions of 

about 26 million light-years. 

o A high S8 value indicates more matter clumping, 

while a low value suggests more uniformity. 

S8 Tension: 

o Different observational methods used to calculate 

S8 yield conflicting estimates. 

o This discrepancy is called the “S8 tension”, 

posing a challenge to the standard ΛCDM model 
(Lambda Cold Dark Matter (CDM) model) of cosmology. 

 

 

Q The Cosmic Microwave Background (CMB) is important 
in cosmology because: 

A. It marks the first time galaxies formed in the universe  

 B. It is evidence of the uniform temperature of stars across the 
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galaxy  

 C. It is leftover radiation from the Big Bang, providing clues 

about the early universe  

 D. It shows the gravitational wave spectrum from black holes 

Answer: C 

Q  The “S8 tension” in cosmology refers to: 

A. The discrepancy between observed and predicted values of 

universal expansion rate  

 B. The difference in measured values of matter clumping 

across different regions of the universe  

 C. The inconsistency between general relativity and quantum 

mechanics  

 D. The inability to detect gravitational waves from distant 

galaxies 

Answer: B 

 

Topic - The Global Landscape of Uncertainty: A 
Precursor to Disruption(IR -GS PAPER 2) 
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Introduction 

● 🌍 The world is buzzing with uncertainty, even 

before the Trump era. 

● Signs of instability were evident across various 

sectors, like a A storm is gathering," 

● Policymakers and strategists were preparing for 
a rough ride, hoping new tools could help navigate 

these troubled waters, 
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The Prelude to Disruption 

🚨 Signs of Uncertainty: Tangible signs like economic 

fluctuations and political unrest were warning signals. 

🧭 Role of Policymakers: They acted like captains 

steering through a storm, hoping for calmer waters. 

Leader-Led Disruption 

♟ Influence of Global Leaders: Leaders like Xi 

Jinping, Putin, and Trump were pivotal, akin to a 

high-stakes chess game. 

🃏 New Phenomenon of Disruption: Experts see a 

new era that could overturn the existing order, like a 

teetering house of cards. 

The U.S. in Turmoil 
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 Internal Divisions and Global Relations: The U.S. 

faces profound internal divisions, affecting global 

relationships. 

💼 Impact of Trumponomics: Tariff wars have 

disrupted global trade, likened to running a marathon 

with a boulder. 

Europe and West Asia: A Dilemma 

 The Ukraine Conflict: Europe is in a dilemma over 

the ongoing conflict with Russia, a tug-of-war with no 

clear winner. 

 Israel's Offensive: West Asia faces instability due 

to Israel's actions in Gaza, creating a humanitarian 

crisis. 

The Rise of Terrorism in West Asia 

⚔ Islamic State's Resurgence: The resurgence of 

the Islamic State is a chilling reminder of the global 

terrorism threat. 

Events in Asia: A Ticking Time Bomb 

 Internal Turmoil in Afghanistan and Pakistan: 
Both countries face internal struggles, like a pressure 

cooker ready to explode. 
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 China-Taiwan Dilemma: The unresolved issue is a 

delicate dance, with serious consequences for any 

misstep. 

Conclusion 

🌐 The world is in flux, with uncertainty as the new 

norm. 

Staying informed and prepared is crucial as we 

navigate these turbulent waters. 

 

GS Paper 2 – International Relations & Polity 

q "The changing global power dynamics pose both 
strategic challenges and opportunities for India." 

Discuss in the context of rising Chinese influence and 

U.S. internal instability.(150 words) 

GS Paper 3 – Internal Security & Strategic Issues 

Q "The resurgence of terrorist groups like ISIS and 
new affiliates is a growing threat to regional and 
global security." Comment with reference to recent 

developments in South Asia and Africa. (150 WORDS) 

 

Topic - INDUS WATER TREATY SUSPENSION (IR) 
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Context and Decision 
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☐  Following a terrorist attack in Pahalgam (J&K) 
that killed 26 tourists, India’s Cabinet Committee on 
Security decided to suspend the Indus Waters 
Treaty with Pakistan. 

☐  The suspension is meant as a response to 
Pakistan’s continued support for cross-border 
terrorism. 

☐  The IWT, signed in 1960, does not have a 
unilateral exit clause; termination requires a ratified 
treaty between both countries. 

☐  The IWT was signed in 1960, primarily to resolve 

water disputes between India and Pakistan after the 

partition. It allocated the waters of the Indus River 

system, which includes the Indus, Jhelum, and 
Chenab rivers, to Pakistan, while India retained 
control over the eastern rivers: Sutlej, Beas, and 
Ravi. This treaty was hailed as a significant 

achievement in conflict resolution 

☐  Key Provisions of the Treaty 

☐  The treaty includes provisions that allow India to 

utilize the waters of the eastern rivers while granting 

Pakistan rights to the western rivers. However, it lacks 
an exit clause, meaning that unilateral abrogation is 
not straightforward. Article XII (4) states that the 
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treaty remains in force until a duly ratified treaty is 
concluded between the two governments. 

☐  Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 

☐  Some Indian analysts argue that Articles 60 and 62 
of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 
(VCLT) could be invoked to revoke the IWT. 

However, India is not a party to the VCLT, and 

Pakistan has signed but not ratified it. This complicates 

the legal landscape surrounding the treaty 

☐  Implications for Pakistan 

☐  India can stop sharing water flow data, flush 
reservoirs, and hold back water during dry seasons. 

☐  This could cause droughts and floods in Pakistan, 

significantly impacting agriculture and electricity 

production. 

☐  The move may exacerbate existing inter-provincial 
water disputes within Pakistan, particularly between 

Punjab and Sindh 

☐  India’s Infrastructure and Limitations 

☐  Though the IWT allows India to store 3.6 MAF of 

water and irrigate 1.34 million acres, India currently 

uses only about 1 MAF and 0.642 million acres. 

☐  India utilises over 90% of its share of eastern rivers 

(Sutlej, Beas, Ravi), but lacks storage capacity on 

western rivers (Indus, Jhelum, Chenab). 
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☐  Key hydro projects: Kishanganga, Ratle, Salal, 
Nimoo Bazgo, Baglihar, with additional projects 

underway 

☐  Regional and International Repercussions 

☐  Relations with China 

☐  India's suspension of the IWT may have 

repercussions beyond Pakistan. China, as an upper 
riparian state, could leverage this situation to its 

advantage, potentially affecting water-sharing 

agreements between India and China. 

☐  Implications for Bangladesh and Nepal 

☐  India's water decisions may also impact its 

relationships with Bangladesh and Nepal. As India and 
Bangladesh prepare to renew the Ganga Water 
Treaty, the suspension of the IWT could cast a shadow 

over these negotiations. Similarly, Nepal may 
reconsider its agreements with India in light of 
these developments. 

☐  Conclusion 

☐  India's decision to suspend the IWT is a significant 

move that could reshape the geopolitical landscape of 

South Asia. While India may justify its actions as a 

response to terrorism, the long-term implications for 

regional relations and water security are complex and 

potentially fraught with challenges. 

●  
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GS Paper 3 – Internal Security & Strategic Issues 

Q "India’s infrastructure limitations constrain its 
ability to fully utilise its water entitlements under the 
Indus Waters Treaty." Discuss with examples of 
existing and upcoming hydro projects. (150 
WORDS) 

Q Analyze how water-sharing disputes, both 
domestic and international, can escalate regional 
instability. Refer to inter-provincial tensions in 
Pakistan and the India-China-Bangladesh 
context.(150 WORDS) 

Q "Weaponization of water in geopolitics is a 
double-edged sword." In light of India’s IWT 
suspension, critically assess the strategic pros and 
cons of using water as a tool of statecraft. (150 
WORDS) 

 

TOPIC - ALAWITES 

Alawites are an Arab ethnoreligious group 
who live primarily in the Levant region in 
West Asia 
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Topic - BUZKASHI 



Daily current affairs pdf  by saurabh Pandey  
1st may 2025  
USE CODE -SPLIVE Join unacademy  

 

Buzkashi is the most favored sport of Afghanistan. It is a 

traditional sport in which horse-mounted players attempt 

to place a goat or calf carcass in a goal. 

 

Topic -Is natural hydrogen the 
fuel of the future? (GS PAPAER 3) 

 

 

What is Hydrogen? 

Hydrogen is the simplest and most abundant element 

in the universe. It’s a clean fuel that, when burned, 

produces only water as a byproduct 

🔹 What is Natural Hydrogen? 
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● Natural hydrogen, also known as geologic or 
white hydrogen, occurs naturally in the Earth's 
subsurface. 

● It forms through geological processes like 
serpentinisation, radiolysis, and organic 
decomposition at depth. 

Geological Processes Producing Hydrogen 

Natural hydrogen is produced through several 

geological processes. Here are the main players: 

Serpentinisation 

This process occurs when water interacts with 

iron-containing rocks, leading to the production of 

hydrogen gas. It’s like nature’s own little chemistry 

experiment! 

Radiolysis of Water 

In certain geological settings, radioactive rocks can 

break down water molecules, releasing hydrogen. It’s a 

fascinating process that showcases the complexity of 

our planet. 

Organic Matter Decomposition 

Deep underground, organic matter can decompose and 

release hydrogen. This process is a bit like nature’s 
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recycling program, turning old materials into new 

energy sources. 

Why Was It Previously Overlooked? 

● Historically, hydrogen has been produced using 

polluting and expensive methods (from natural 

gas or electrolysis). 

● Natural hydrogen was considered nonviable due to 

lack of exploration frameworks, unclear 

economics, and scattered deposits. 

Global Potential and Recent Discoveries 

● USGS models suggest tens of trillions of metric 
tonnes of hydrogen could exist globally. 

● Even if only 2% of these are commercially viable, 

they could meet 200 years of global hydrogen 
demand. 

● Notable discoveries include: 

o France’s Lorraine and Moselle regions (92 

million tonnes worth ~$92 billion) 

o Seeps catalogued in Australia, U.S., Spain, 
Albania, Canada, etc. 

🔹 India’s Potential 

● India has favourable geological formations, 
including: 
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o Basaltic terrains, ophiolite complexes in 
Andaman and Himalayas 

o Cratons like Dharwar and Singhbhum 

o Sedimentary basins like Vindhyan, Gondwana, 
Cuddapah 

o Hot spring zones indicating hydrothermal 
activity 

● Exploration is at a nascent stage, but potential is 
promising. 

Challenges Ahead 

● Despite the promise, challenges include: 

o Uncertainty about commercial viability 

o Scattered reserves 

o Lack of mature exploration and regulatory 
frameworks 

Conclusion 

Natural hydrogen could very well be the fuel of the 

future. With its potential to meet global energy 

demands sustainably, it’s time we start paying attention 

to this untapped resource. As exploration efforts ramp 

up, we may soon find ourselves on the brink of a 

hydrogen revolution. 
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GS Paper 3 – Environment, Energy & Science and 
Technology 

Q Discuss the potential of natural hydrogen as a 
sustainable energy source. What challenges must be 
addressed before it becomes commercially viable?  

 (250 words) 

Q *"Natural hydrogen can be a game-changer in India’s 
clean energy transition." Critically evaluate this statement 
in the context of India’s geological potential and current 
energy needs.  
 (250 words) 

🔸GS Paper 1 – Geography 

1. Identify and explain the geological conditions favorable 
for the formation of natural hydrogen. Highlight the 
potential zones for its occurrence in India.  
 (250 words) 
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