
Topics - MINDS MAPS included (Daily current affairs 
25th Feb 2025 

● Space Health Challenges in space
● Uttarakhand's Uniform Civil Code:

● Transformative AI in Agriculture
● Understanding Free Trade Agreements
● Sovereign Wealth Fund 
● The Shifting Sands of Japan’s Bond Market: 

● Mesni Zagovezni 
● Mains

 

 

 
 
 

Mains

●

By saurabh Pandey 



Target Mains -2025/26 -

Q.  In the era of globalisation Capital Market instability is responsible for  
economic instability . Explain the statement in the context of  Steps taken by 
Bank of Japan in the context of Bond Yield.
(JOIN  AAKLAN PLUS TO GET  ANSWERS  EVALUATED ) Download saurabh 
pandey cse app

Connect with sir
9057921649 send your answer - Saurabh pandey 

upsc telegram channel





COVER 2 YRS CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR UPSC CSE 
PRELIMS 2025





saurabhpandeyupsc.com

For any query - message 9057921649







Space Health Challenges in space
Key Health Risks for Astronauts

 🌌 Radiation Exposure:
 High-energy radiation in space can lead to DNA damage, increased cancer risk, and 

neurodegenerative effects.
 🛡 Limited Protection:

 Earth's magnetosphere provides some protection for low-earth orbit missions.
 Missions beyond, such as to the moon, expose astronauts to higher radiation 

doses.
 
 ⚖ Impact of Microgravity:

 Lack of gravity causes bodily fluids to shift, increasing intracranial pressure.
 This can affect vision and lead to balance issues.

 
 💪 Muscle and Bone Health:

 Prolonged microgravity results in muscle atrophy and bone density loss due to the 
absence of mechanical loading.

 



 
 🧠 Psychological Effects:

 Long-duration missions can lead to psychological stress, sleep disturbances, 
and mood disorders due to isolation and limited social interaction.

 ⏳ Recovery Variability:
 Recovery from biological damage depends on mission duration.
 Short missions see about 95% recovery, while longer missions have lingering 

issues.
 👁 Neuro-Ocular Syndrome:

 Some astronauts experience vision impairment linked to fluid shifts and changes in 
intracranial pressure after long missions.

Summary: Astronauts face significant health risks from radiation, microgravity effects, and 
psychological stress during space missions, with recovery varying based on mission length.







Uttarakhand's Uniform Civil Code:
On January 27, 2025, Uttarakhand made headlines as the first Indian state to implement 
the Uniform Civil Code (UCC).

What is the Uniform Civil Code?

The UCC aims to replace personal laws based on the scriptures and customs of each major religious 
community in India with a common legal framework governing every citizen. The idea is to ensure 
equality and justice, but the implementation has raised eyebrows:

 
 Objective: To establish a uniform set of laws concerning marriage, divorce, inheritance, and 

adoption.
 
 Scope: Affects all citizens, regardless of their religious affiliation.
 Criticism: Many argue that this move threatens cultural identities and traditional practices



The Context of Implementation

The UCC's introduction comes at a time when interfaith marriages already face 
significant social hurdles:

 
 Social Attitudes: A 2014 survey revealed that fewer than 10% of urban Indians 

had a family member who married outside their caste, with interfaith unions being 
even rarer.

 
 Regulatory Framework: The UCC, combined with existing anti-conversion laws, 

seems to be a coordinated effort to further regulate these relationships



The Official Claims of the UCC

Restoring Gender Justice

Proponents of the UCC argue that it will restore gender justice by ensuring that all 
individuals, regardless of their faith, are treated equally under the law. However, many 
question whether this is truly the case.

Creating Uniformity

The UCC aims to create uniformity in personal laws, but critics argue that it may lead to 
the erasure of cultural identities and traditions.

Addressing Administrative Oversight

The government claims that the UCC will streamline administrative processes, but the 
reality may be more complex, with potential bureaucratic red tape.



The Reality of Interfaith Relationships

Existing Barriers to Interfaith Marriages

Interfaith couples already face immense social barriers, and the UCC adds more hurdles:

 Mandatory Notice Period: The Special Marriage Act of 1954 requires a 30-day notice 
period, exposing couples to public scrutiny.

 Increased Regulation: The UCC intensifies the challenges faced by couples seeking to 
marry outside their faith.

The Role of Anti-Conversion Laws

Anti-conversion laws in states like Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand have criminalized religious 
conversion for marriage, creating bureaucratic traps that deter couples from pursuing their 
relationships.



The UCC's Impact on Live-in Relationships

State Surveillance of Private Lives

The UCC extends its reach to live-in relationships, requiring them to be registered with district 
authorities:

 Scrutiny: This level of state surveillance is unprecedented and raises significant privacy 
concerns.

 Registration Requirements: Couples must navigate complex legal documentation to comply.

Legal Requirements for Registration

Couples must fill out a 16-page application, provide official documentation, and even seek approval 
from community leaders. Failure to comply can lead to imprisonment and hefty fines.



A Form of Social Apartheid (critical analysis → Few points)

Strengthening Traditional Institutions

The UCC reinforces the power of religious leaders over personal relationships, 
contradicting the constitutional guarantee of individual freedom.

Impact on Women and Family Control

Women are disproportionately affected by these laws, facing pressure and potential 
violence for engaging in interfaith relationships. The UCC makes them more vulnerable 
to familial control.

.



The Broader Implications of UCC

Potential Spread to Other States

Uttarakhand's UCC could serve as a model for other states, with Rajasthan and Gujarat 
already considering similar laws. This trend poses a significant threat to individual rights and 
the pluralistic fabric of Indian society.

Conclusion

The implementation of the UCC in Uttarakhand marks a pivotal moment in India's legal 
landscape. While the government touts it as a step towards equality, the reality is that it may 
further entrench divisions and suppress personal freedoms. As we move forward, it is crucial 
to remain vigilant and advocate for a society that values love and faith on individual terms, 
free from state interference.







Transformative AI in Agriculture

Transformative AI in Agriculture 🌾
 Highlight: Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella emphasized AI's role in agriculture, showcasing 

the Agricultural Development Trust's efforts in Baramati, India.

Collaboration with Farmers 🤝
 Initiative Start: Launched in 2022, involving 1,000 farmers, with plans to expand to 

50,000 under Project Farm Vibes.

Project Farm Vibes 📊
 Technology Utilization: Converts agricultural data into actionable insights using Microsoft 

Research's technologies, boosting productivity and cutting costs



Innovative Technology 🌍
 Tools Used: Employs Azure Data Manager for Agriculture and Farmvibes.AI to track soil 

moisture and temperature, offering real-time insights.

Significant Results 📈
 Impact: Farmers experienced over a 40% increase in crop production, a 25% reduction in 

fertilizer costs, and more than a 50% decrease in water usage.

Sugarcane Success 🚜
 Test Plot Outcomes: Demonstrated a 30-40% increase in weight and 20% more sucrose 

content, reducing the crop cycle from 18 to 12 months.

Support from Experts 
 Backing: Supported by former Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar and a team from the 

University of Oxford, fostering innovation in agricultural practices.

Summary: Microsoft’s Project Farm Vibes in Baramati, India, is revolutionizing agriculture 
through AI, leading to significant increases in crop yields and reductions in resource usage.







Topic - Understanding Free Trade Agreements

● Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) are pivotal treaties crafted between nations to 
diminish or obliterate trade barriers, such as tariffs and quotas. 

● These agreements are designed to bolster international commerce, enabling 
companies to thrive in an increasingly competitive global marketplace. 

● By eradicating trade impediments, FTAs not only enhance economic collaborations 
but also create opportunities for businesses to expand their horizons.

FTAs are instrumental in fostering economic growth and facilitating smoother 
trade relations between countries.

 



How Do FTAs Work?

FTAs operate through various mechanisms to streamline trade processes. Here’s how 
they function:

 Reduction of Tariffs: FTAs significantly lower or eliminate tariffs on goods and 
services, making imports cheaper and more accessible.

 
 Non-Tariff Barriers: These agreements also address non-tariff barriers, such as 

quotas and import licensing, which can hinder trade.
 
 Market Access: FTAs pave the way for companies to enter new markets with 

fewer restrictions, allowing for greater competition.



Notable Examples of FTAs

 India-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA):
 This FTA removes duties on nearly 90% of products traded between India and 

Japan, fostering a robust economic partnership.
 
 North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA):

 A landmark agreement that facilitated trade between Canada, Mexico, and the 
United States, enhancing economic integration within North America.



Benefits of FTAs

The advantages of Free Trade Agreements are manifold:

 Stronger Trade Links: FTAs encourage closer commercial ties between 
participating nations, enhancing economic stability.

 
 Economic Growth: By facilitating trade, FTAs contribute to economic growth, 

creating jobs and opportunities in member countries.
 
 Consumer Choice: With increased competition, consumers benefit from a wider 

array of products and services at lower prices.



Conclusion

● In summary, Free Trade Agreements play a crucial role in shaping the landscape of 
global commerce.

●  By reducing trade barriers, FTAs promote economic cooperation, foster growth, 
and ultimately enhance consumer choices. As the global market continues to 
evolve, the significance of FTAs remains paramount







Topic → Sovereign Wealth Fund 

Why in News ??

● Indonesia launched a new sovereign wealth fund that will aim to 
manage state assets worth more than $900 billion as President 
Prabowo Subianto looks to turbocharge growth in Southeast Asia’s 
biggest economy.

 

●



Understanding Sovereign Wealth Funds

Sovereign Wealth Funds (SWFs) are investment vehicles owned by governments, 
created to manage national savings, surplus revenues, and foreign currency reserves. 
With the increasing complexity of global finance, SWFs have become crucial players in 
international markets, influencing investment strategies and economic stability.

 Definition: SWFs are state-owned investment funds or entities that are used to 
invest in various financial assets, including stocks, bonds, real estate, and other 
investment vehicles.

 
 Significance: As of 2023, total assets managed by SWFs have surged to over $10 

trillion, making them one of the largest sources of capital worldwide.



Funding Sources for Sovereign Wealth Funds

The funding for SWFs can be derived from multiple avenues, each contributing to the fund's 
substantial capital base:

 Natural Resource Revenues: Countries rich in resources, like oil or minerals, often 
channel surplus revenues into SWFs.

 
 Trade Surpluses: Nations with favorable trade balances can allocate excess funds to 

bolster their SWFs.
 
 Bank Reserves: Accumulated bank reserves from prudent fiscal management can serve 

as a foundation for SWFs.
 
 Privatization Proceeds: Funds generated from the sale of state-owned enterprises can 

also be injected into sovereign wealth initiatives.
 
 Governmental Transfers: Regular budgetary surpluses can further augment the capital 

of these funds.



Types of Sovereign Wealth Funds

Sovereign Wealth Funds come in various classifications, each designed to meet 
specific economic objectives:

 Stabilization Funds: These funds are intended to buffer the economy during 
volatile market conditions, helping to stabilize national finances.

 Savings or Future Generation Funds: Aimed at preserving wealth for future 
generations, these funds invest for long-term growth.

 Public Benefit Pension Reserve Funds: Designed to support pension 
obligations, these SWFs ensure financial security for retirees.

 Reserve Investment Funds: Used primarily to manage foreign currency reserves, 
these funds help maintain currency stability.

 Strategic Development Sovereign Wealth Funds (SDSWF): Targeting specific 
industries, these funds aim to stimulate national economic development.



Investment Strategies and Risk Management

Each Sovereign Wealth Fund adopts unique investment strategies that reflect its 
objectives, risk tolerance, and liquidity preferences:

 Risk Management: SWFs utilize diverse asset portfolios to mitigate risks, 
balancing investments between conservative and high-risk assets.

 Liquidity Preferences: Depending on their goals, some funds prioritize immediate 
liquidity, while others focus on long-term returns.

 Investment Objectives: SWFs may have varying objectives, from maximizing 
returns to ensuring the stability of national finances, influencing their overall 
strategy.



Case Studies of Notable Sovereign Wealth Funds

Highlighting specific examples provides insights into the operational dynamics of SWFs:

 Norway's Government Pension Fund Global: This fund is renowned for its 
ethical investment strategies and transparency, managing over $1 trillion in assets.

 
 Abu Dhabi Investment Authority: Known for its diversification into various asset 

classes globally, it plays a pivotal role in the UAE's economic strategy.



Challenges and Criticisms of Sovereign Wealth Funds

Despite their advantages, SWFs face several challenges and criticisms:

 Political Influence: The potential for political manipulation raises concerns about 
the independence of investment decisions.

 Market Distortion: Large investments can distort market prices and create 
competitive disadvantages for private investors.

 Transparency Issues: Many SWFs operate with limited transparency, leading to 
public skepticism about their activities.

Conclusion

Sovereign Wealth Funds play an essential role in the global financial landscape, serving 
as stabilizers for national economies and investment vehicles for future generations. 
Understanding their funding sources, types, and investment strategies sheds light on 
their growing influence and the challenges they face.





The Shifting Sands of Japan’s Bond Market: A New Era Without Heavy BOJ 
Intervention

The BOJ's Hands-Off Approach

The Bank of Japan (BOJ) has historically played a pivotal role in stabilizing its bond 
market through aggressive purchases. However, recent statements from Governor 
Kazuo Ueda indicate a notable shift.

 Historical Context: The BOJ has been a cornerstone of Japan's economic policy, 
capping bond yields to maintain low borrowing costs.

 
 Recent Developments: Governor Ueda's remarks about allowing market forces to 

dictate yields suggest a paradigm shift in strategy.
 
 Market Reaction: Investors are left to navigate a landscape marked by uncertainty 

as the BOJ's formidable presence begins to wane



Understanding Bond Yield

 📈 Definition of Bond Yield: Represents the expected annual return for an investor over the bond's term 
to maturity.

 💰 Investor Perspective: Summarizes the overall return, including interest payments and principal relative 
to the bond's price.

 🏦 Issuer Perspective: Indicates the annual cost of borrowing when issuing new bonds.

Market Examples and Influences

  Example of Yield: Three-year Australian government bonds have a yield of 0.25%, indicating the 
annual borrowing cost.

 
 🏷 Primary Market: Initial sale of bonds, influenced by interest payments, bond term, and similar bond 

prices.
 
 🔄 Secondary Market: Post-issuance trading, where bond price and yield fluctuate based on market 

conditions.
 
 📊 Factors Influencing Yield: Calculations depend on interest payments, bond term, and market prices of 

comparable bonds







Mesni Zagovezni (Meat Lent)

●
● Mesni Zagovezni is a moveable feast in the Bulgarian Orthodox calendar. 

This feast’s date is not fixed in the civil calendar and varies depending on the 
date of Easter. Mesni Zagovezni is always celebrated on a Sunday eight 
weeks before Easter.

● The traditional family dinner on this day contains only meat, hence the name 
of the holiday. After this celebration it is forbidden to eat meat until the end of 
the Easter fast period.
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