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● The Jadayaswamy festival is an annual Hindu cultural celebration 
that includes prayers, music, and dance, fostering community unity 
and local traditions. 

● Celebrated in Tamil Nadu





RULES AND PROCESS RELATING TO UNPARLIAMENTARY WORDS

● Although the Constitution of India extends immunity from arrest to Members of 

Parliament, stating that “no Member of Parliament shall be liable to any 

proceedings in any court in respect of anything said by the member in 

Parliament or any committee thereof”, MPs inside the House are not allowed to 

say whatever they wish.

● What an MP says must adhere to the discipline of the Parliamentary Rules, the 

common sense of the members, and the Speaker's supervision of the 

proceedings



● Under Rule 380 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Lok 

Sabha, the Speaker is given the authority to order the expunction of words or 

phrases that, in his or her judgement, are “defamatory or indecent or 

unparliamentary or undignified”.

● Rule 381 states that, “The portion of the proceedings of the House so expunged 

shall be marked by asterisks and an explanatory footnote shall be inserted in the 

proceedings as follows: ‘Expunged as ordered by the Chair’.

● A list of words that will be viewed as unparliamentary in both the Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha has been made public by the Lok Sabha secretariat





SIPRI REPORT
Ukraine: The Largest Arms Importer (2020-2024)
A 100-Fold Increase in Imports
Can you believe that Ukraine's arms imports skyrocketed nearly 100-fold between 2020 and 2024 
compared to the previous five years

India: The Second-Largest Arms Importer
Declining Trade Figures
While Ukraine's arms imports surged, India found itself in a different situation. As the 
second-largest arms importer, India saw a decrease of 9.3% in trade figures between 2015-2019 
and 2020-2024. This decline raises questions about the future of India's defense procurement 
strategy.
Russia and France: Key Suppliers
Despite the decrease, India remains a crucial market for arms exports, particularly from Russia 
and France. In fact, India was the largest arms export destination for both countries, although 
the volume of imports from Russia has significantly reduced over the years.



China’s Exit from the Top 10

In a surprising turn of events, China has dropped out of the list of the top 10 arms 
importers for the first time since 1990-94. This shift highlights China's growing domestic 
industrial base, which has allowed it to rely less on foreign arms.

Pakistan’s Growing Arms Imports

On the other hand, Pakistan has ramped up its arms imports by a staggering 61% 
between 2015-2019 and 2020-2024. With China becoming the dominant supplier, 
accounting for 81% of Pakistan's arms imports, the dynamics in South Asia are shifting 
rapidly.

European Arms Imports on the Rise

The U.S. Dominance in Global Arms Exports

European countries have also been on a buying spree, with overall arms imports 
growing by 155% during the same period. The U.S. has further solidified its position as 
the leading global arms exporter, increasing its share to 43% of global arms exports.



Russia’s Declining Export Figures

In stark contrast, Russia's arms exports have plummeted by 64%, now accounting for 
only 7.8% of global arms exports. This decline has pushed Russia behind France, which 
has emerged as the second-largest arms exporter in 2020-2024.

France’s Expanding Arms Export Market

Major Contracts with India

France has been busy exporting arms to 65 countries, with India receiving the largest 
share of French arms exports at 28%. This is almost double the share that went to all 
European recipients combined. Major contracts, including 36 Rafale fighter jets and six 
Scorpene-class submarines, have solidified this partnership.

Arms Supplies to Ukraine

France's arms supplies to Ukraine have also surged, particularly after Russia's full-scale 
invasion in 2022. Deliveries of combat aircraft to countries like Greece and Croatia have 
further bolstered France's position in the arms market.



Global Arms Transfer Volume: An Overview

Stability Amidst Change

Despite the fluctuations in individual countries' arms imports, the overall volume 
of global arms transfers has remained relatively stable. It has stayed at roughly 
the same level as in 2015-2019 and 2010-2014, indicating a complex interplay of 
increasing imports in Europe and the Americas against declines in other regions.

Conclusion

The global arms landscape is undergoing a seismic shift, with Ukraine's rise as 
the largest arms importer highlighting the urgent need for nations to adapt to new 
security challenges. As countries like India and Pakistan navigate their own arms 
import strategies, the implications for global defense dynamics are profound. The 
future of arms imports will undoubtedly continue to evolve, reflecting the 
changing geopolitical landscape.







Plasma Dynamics and Cosmic Ray Production

Key Concepts in Plasma Physics

 🌌 Plasma Density: Plasma is characterized by a low density compared to other 
states of matter, with greater interparticle distances.

 
 ⚡ Electromagnetic Interaction: Particles in plasma primarily interact through 

electromagnetic forces, rather than direct collisions.
 
 🌠 Shock Waves in Space: These waves propagate without collisions, transferring 

energy via electromagnetic forces, especially near energetic astronomical objects.
 
 🚀 Electron Acceleration: Electrons can reach relativistic speeds during shock 

wave interactions, which is crucial for cosmic ray production.
 
 



 🌍 Solar Wind and Magnetosphere: The interaction between the solar wind and 
Earth's magnetosphere creates shock waves, with significant energy transfer 
at the bow shock.

 
 🔍 High-Energy Electrons: Studies show electrons in Earth's foreshock region 

can acquire over 500 keV of energy, much higher than typical levels, due to 
complex acceleration mechanisms.

 
 🌌 Cosmic Ray Origins: Research suggests some cosmic rays may originate 

from interactions between planetary shocks and stellar winds, not just from 
supernova shocks.

Summary: This study delves into how shock waves in plasma accelerate electrons 
to high energies, contributing to cosmic ray production and enhancing our 
understanding of space plasma dynamics.





Athena Lunar Mission Report
🚀 Mission Failure

 Outcome: The private lunar lander Athena is no longer operational after landing 
sideways in a crater near the moon's south pole, marking the end of its mission.

🌌 Missed Target

 Landing Details: Athena landed over 250 meters away from its intended target in a 
frigid crater, as confirmed by its maker, Intuitive Machines.

📸 Initial Success

 Achievements: Before going silent, Athena successfully sent back images and 
activated several experiments, which included a $62 million payload of scientific 
instruments.

 
 



❄ Battery Issues

 Power Challenges: The lander's batteries are unlikely to be recharged due to 
the orientation of its solar panels and the extreme cold conditions in the 
crater.

🦾 Rover Status

 Rover Update: The larger four-wheeled rover did not deploy from the lander, 
but data suggests it survived and could have operated under better 
circumstances.

🌕 Challenging Terrain

 Landing Environment: The south polar region of the moon presents 
significant challenges for landings due to harsh conditions and rugged 
terrain, with Athena landing just 160 km from the targeted south pole.

 

.





INDIA -USA BTA

On February 13, 2025, a momentous occasion unfolded when Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
U.S. officials convened in Washington D.C. to lay the groundwork for a multi-sector Bilateral 
Trade Agreement (BTA). This agreement, poised for negotiation completion by the fall of 2025, is 
not merely a fiscal maneuver; it stirs profound inquiries into international trade law and the 
ramifications for both nations.

The Significance of the February 13, 2025 Meeting

This meeting symbolizes a watershed moment in U.S.-India relations. Both countries are 
fervently working to fortify their economic bonds. While economists delve into data and tariffs, 
it’s vital to scrutinize this agreement through the prism of international trade law.

What is a Bilateral Trade Agreement?

A Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) is a formal treaty between two nations aimed at stimulating 
trade and investment by alleviating or abolishing tariffs and other trade impediments.



Differences Between BTA and FTA

 A BTA hones in on trade between two countries, unlike a Free Trade Agreement (FTA), 
which encompasses multiple nations and advocates broader trade liberalization.

 
 Despite varying terminology, the essence resides in the content and intent of the 

agreement.

The Role of International Trade Law

International trade law is pivotal in molding how nations engage in commerce. A significant 
portion of this legislation is encapsulated in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
and supervised by the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Overview of GATT and WTO

Both the U.S. and India are integral members of the WTO, necessitating that their bilateral trade 
dealings adhere to the standards established by WTO law. This underscores the importance of 
the proposed BTA.



The Most Favored Nation Principle

The WTO's Most Favored Nation (MFN) principle precludes discrimination among trading partners, 
ensuring equitable trade practices.

The Scope of the Proposed BTA

Presently, the scope of the BTA is nebulous. The U.S.-India Joint Leaders Statement merely 
alludes to a multi-sector BTA without detailing its coverage.

Current Uncertainties in the Agreement

This ambiguity incites inquiries concerning which sectors will be integrated and the structural 
framework of the agreement.

Legal Implications of the BTA

For the BTA to hold legal validity, it must encompass “substantially all trade” between the two 
nations, a prerequisite for compliance with WTO protocols.



The Requirement of “Substantially All Trade”

Though “substantially all trade” lacks explicit definition, it typically denotes that a 
considerable percentage of trade should be included in the agreement.

Potential Economic Benefits for India

The economic ramifications of the BTA are a matter of contention. Some argue it 
could unveil new markets for Indian products, while others express concerns 
about possible downsides.

Navigating WTO Regulations

To steer clear of infringing WTO laws, India and the U.S. might contemplate 
designating the BTA as an ‘interim agreement’ leading to an eventual FTA.



Interim Agreements and Their Importance

Article XXIV of GATT permits nations to forge interim agreements paving the way 
for an FTA, provided they outline a plan for establishing the FTA within a 
reasonable timeline.

The Enabling Clause Explained

The ‘enabling clause’ provides WTO countries the latitude to diverge from the 
MFN principle to facilitate improved market access for developing nations. 
However, the proposed BTA may not conform to this classification.

Challenges Ahead for India

One significant hurdle for India will be addressing reciprocal tariffs, which could 
contravene essential WTO principles.



The Issue of Reciprocal Tariffs

Reciprocal tariffs, where the U.S. augments tariffs to match those imposed by other 
nations, may undermine the essence of fair trade and infringe upon WTO 
commitments.

Conclusion

The proposed BTA between India and the U.S. encapsulates both potential 
opportunities and formidable challenges. As negotiations progress, it is imperative for 
India to uphold WTO statutes and secure an agreement beneficial for its economic 
landscape





Quick Commerce in India: A Rapidly Growing Market

🚀 Quick Commerce Overview

 Definition: Quick commerce (Q-commerce) offers fast delivery services, 
typically within 10 to 20 minutes.

 Infrastructure: Utilizes dark stores and distribution centers for efficient order 
fulfillment.

🏬 Dark Stores

 Purpose: Warehouses dedicated solely to online orders.
 Location Strategy: Positioned near consumers to enable quicker delivery.
 



 Data-Driven Customization

 Customer Data Utilization: Enhances shopping experiences and manages 
inventory.

 Demand Response: Platforms respond effectively to product demand.

📈 Market Growth

 Current Valuation: The Indian quick commerce market is valued at $3.34 
billion.

 Future Projections: Expected to grow to $9.95 billion by 2029.
 Growth Rate: Anticipated 76% year-over-year growth in FY 2024.



⚖ Concerns from Traditional Retailers

 Anti-Competitive Practices: Concerns over predatory pricing and deep discounting 
strategies.

 Impact on Traditional Retail: Traditional retailers feel threatened by these practices.

💼 Impact on Employment

 Labor Availability: Low-cost labor contributes to the efficiency and growth of quick 
commerce.

 Brand Benefits: Enhanced awareness and choice for brands.

📊 Allegations of Unfair Practices

 Data Usage: Complaints about using data for differential pricing based on customer 
behavior.

 Retailer Concerns: Traditional retailers argue this harms their businesses.
Summary: Quick commerce is rapidly growing in India, offering fast delivery through dark 
stores, but it faces criticism from traditional retailers over anti-competitive practices and 
pricing strategies.





Overview of Tunisia's Economic and Banking Context

 Average Salary: 💵 The average monthly salary in Tunisia is approximately 

1,000 dinars ($320).

 Cheque Usage: 📅 Tunisians frequently use post-dated cheques for installment 

purchases.

 Cultural Preference: 📝 Cheque payments remain prevalent, unlike the global 

shift towards online payments.

 Banking Reforms: 🔄 In February, the government introduced reforms to 

reinforce cheques as immediate payment tools.



 Objective of Reforms: 🚫 The new law aims to reduce consumer debt and enhance 

the business environment.

 Economic Outlook: 📉 The IMF forecasts a 1.6% GDP growth for Tunisia in 2025.

 Credit Card Availability: 💳 Credit cards are not widely used, with limited debit card 

usage.

Summary: Tunisia's banking reforms focus on reinstating cheques for immediate 

payments to tackle consumer debt amidst low GDP growth





Key Factors Influencing Palm Oil Prices

 📈 Rising Prices: Cooking oil prices are expected to remain high due to 
stagnating production and increased biodiesel production in Indonesia, 
which is raising palm oil costs.

 
 🌍 Global Impact: Palm oil constitutes over half of global vegetable oil 

shipments and is particularly favored in emerging markets, affecting a wide 
range of products from food to cosmetics.

 
 󰏙 Biodiesel Mandate: Indonesia has increased the mandatory palm oil mix in 

biodiesel to 40% and is considering a rise to 50% by 2026, which will 
significantly reduce palm oil exports.



 📉 Production Decline: Palm oil production growth has slowed to 1% annually over 
the past four years, with Malaysia's production stagnating and Indonesia facing 
deforestation concerns.

 
 💰 Price Premium: In India, crude palm oil has been trading at a premium over crude 

soybean oil for the past six months, with prices rising from under $500 in 2019 to 
$1,185 recently.

 
 🌱 Replanting Challenges: Slow replanting and aging plantations are contributing to 

lower yields, with Malaysia achieving only 2% of its replanting target in 2024.
 
 🦠 Yield Issues: The spread of Ganoderma fungus and labor shortages are further 

impacting palm oil yields, complicating future production.

Summary: The combination of increased biodiesel production in Indonesia and 
stagnating palm oil production is driving up prices and complicating global vegetable oil 
markets



●



nuclear power reactor, Rooppur 1

● Bangladesh started construction of its first nuclear power reactor, 
Rooppur 1, in November 2017. The unit is scheduled to be 
commissioned in 2024.

● Construction of the second unit at Rooppur commenced in July 
2018. 

● The country has a rapidly increasing power demand and is aiming 
to reduce its dependence on natural gas.





 The Yarra River
 
 🌊 The Yarra River is located in Victoria, Australia.
 🏞 It flows through the city of Melbourne, providing a natural landscape within an 

urban environment.
 󰣋 The river is popular for recreational activities such as kayaking, fishing, and 

cycling along its banks.
 
 🏙 It has historical significance, having been a vital water source for the Indigenous 

peoples and early settlers.
 

Summary: The Yarra River in Victoria, Australia, is a significant waterway that offers 
recreational activities, historical importance, and scenic beauty
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