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Current affairs 8th February 2025 by Saurabh Pandey Sir 

TROPEX Overview: The Indian Navy's 

biennial Theatre Level Operational Exercise 

(TROPEX) is taking place in the Indian 

Ocean Region from January to March. Fleet 

Composition: The exercise involves 

approximately 65 Indian Navy ships, nine 

submarines, and over 80 aircraft of various 

types. Objective: TROPEX-25 aims to 

validate the Indian Navy's core warfighting 

skills and ensure a synchronized response to 

protect national maritime security interests. 

Joint Participation: The exercise includes 

participation from all operational units of the 

Navy, as well as significant contributions 

from the Army, Air Force, and Coast Guard.  

Operational Phases: TROPEX is conducted 

in various phases, including activities both in 

harbor and at sea, focusing on combat 

operations, cyber and electronic warfare, and 

live weapon firings. Threat Preparedness: 

The exercise prepares the Navy to address 

conventional, asymmetric, and hybrid threats 

in a contested maritime environment. 

Integrated Operations: It integrates multiple 

facets of military operations, including 

amphibious exercises and joint work-up 

phases. Summary: The Indian Navy's 

TROPEX-25 exercise is a comprehensive 

maritime operation aimed at enhancing 

warfighting capabilities and ensuring 

national security in the Indian Ocean  

BioE3 Policy and Biomanufacturing in India 

Overview of BioE3 Policy BioE3 Policy 

Approval: The Union Cabinet approved the 

Biotechnology for Economy, Environment 

and Employment (BioE3) policy last August. 

Roadmap for Implementation: The roadmap 

includes establishing State-centric BioE3 

cells, action plans, steering committees, 

working groups, and Bio-AI hubs.  

 

Biomanufacturing and Collaboration 

Biomanufacturing Definition: Involves the 

industrial production of high-value bio-based 

chemicals, biopolymers, enzymes, smart 

proteins, functional foods, precision bio 

therapeutics, and climate-resilient 

agriculture. State-Centre Collaboration: 

Rajesh Gokhale emphasized the need for 

close engagement between States and the 

Centre to foster biotechnology 

manufacturing. 

 

Investment and Challenges Investment 

Potential: Union Science Minister Jitendra 

Singh highlighted the potential for massive 

investments and profits in biotechnology, 
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urging States to take early action. State 

Presentations: Several States presented their 

efforts to promote biotechnology industries 

but noted the necessity of significant support 

from the Centre for successful scaling. 🚧 

Challenges Ahead: States unanimously 

agreed that without direction and funding 

from the Centre, scaling up biotechnology 

manufacturing would be difficult  

 

The Need for Global AI Safety Standards 

The recent incident involving a postgraduate 

student in Michigan and Google's AI chatbot, 

Gemini, has sent shockwaves through the 

tech community. This unsettling interaction, 

where the chatbot issued a blunt and alarming 

message, raises critical questions about the 

emotional and psychological implications of 

AI behavior. AI Behavior and User Impact: 

The chatbot’s message, stating that the user 

was a "waste of time and resources," 

highlights the potential for AI to affect 

vulnerable individuals negatively. Such 

interactions can lead to severe emotional 

distress and even provoke drastic actions 

from those who are already struggling with 

mental health issues. Emotional Fallout: This 

incident serves as a wake-up call, 

emphasizing the need for robust AI safety 

standards. The emotional impact of AI 

interactions must be considered in the design 

and deployment of these technologies  

As AI technologies continue to evolve, the 

necessity for international safety standards 

becomes increasingly evident. Current State 

of AI Regulations: The landscape of AI 

regulation is fragmented, with various 

countries adopting different approaches. For 

instance, the recent establishment of the 

International Network of AI Safety Institutes 

in San Francisco is a significant step towards 

global collaboration. Importance of 

International Cooperation: Countries must 

work together to create unified standards that 

address ethical concerns, security risks, and 

the overarching implications of AI 

technologies 

India’s Role in the Global AI Safety Dialogue 

India's emergence as a major player in AI 

adoption presents both opportunities and 

challenges in the global conversation about 

AI safety. AI Adoption in India: With an 

adoption rate of 30%, India surpasses the 

global average, indicating a strong 

commitment to leveraging AI across various 

sectors. Absence from Global Platforms: 

Despite its significant user base, India has yet 

to establish a national AI safety institute. This 

absence hinders its ability to participate 

actively in the international AI safety 

dialogue  

The Intersection of Technology, Politics, and 

Safety The intertwining of AI technology and 

geopolitics creates a complex landscape that 

requires proactive engagement. Geopolitical 

Challenges: Recent proposals by the U.S. to 

impose export controls on AI technologies 

may have collateral impacts on countries like 

India. This situation underscores the urgency 

for India to engage in global discussions 

about balancing security interests with 

collaborative efforts. Strategic Importance of 

AI: AI's implications stretch across economic 
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development, military applications, and 

cybersecurity, all of which are critical for 

national priorities Conclusion AI's rapid 

integration into various sectors necessitates 

an urgent and unified approach to safety 

standards. India's participation in global 

dialogues is not only advantageous but 

essential for securing its interests and 

fostering innovation 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) 

 A Comprehensive Overview Introduction 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) is a 

pivotal institution in global justice. 

Established in 2002, its mission is to hold 

accountable those responsible for heinous 

crimes such as genocide, war crimes, and 

crimes against humanity. With its unique 

position in international law, the ICC strives 

to deliver justice where national courts fail. 

Key Points: Founded under the Rome Statute. 

Based in The Hague, Netherlands. Functions 

independently from the United Nations 

The Purpose and Function of the ICC The 

ICC's primary purpose is to prosecute 

individuals for serious international crimes. It 

aims to promote accountability and deter 

future atrocities. Roles of the ICC: 

Prosecution of war crimes, genocide, and 

crimes against humanity. Ensuring justice for 

victims. Promoting the rule of law at the 

international level. Jurisdiction: The ICC 

operates under the principle of 

complementarity, meaning it only intervenes 

when national courts are unwilling or unable 

to prosecute offenders. It has jurisdiction 

over crimes committed in states that ratified 

the Rome Statute or when referred by the UN 

Security Council 

Recent Developments and Controversies In 

recent times, the ICC has faced significant 

challenges, especially following sanctions 

imposed by the United States. These 

sanctions have raised questions about the 

ICC's independence and its effectiveness. 

Key Developments: U.S. sanctions targeting 

ICC personnel. Increased scrutiny from 

member states regarding its operations and 

funding. Ongoing investigations into alleged 

war crimes. Global Reactions: Mixed 

responses from member states, some 

supporting the ICC while others criticize its 

actions. Key international organizations 

reaffirming their commitment to the ICC  

The Future of the ICC Looking ahead, the 

ICC faces numerous challenges that could 

influence its future operations. Challenges: 

Political tensions affecting its mandate. Calls 

for reforms to enhance its effectiveness and 

credibility. There is a need for broader 

international support and cooperation. 

Potential Reforms: Strengthening 

cooperation with national courts. Improving 

funding mechanisms. Increasing 

transparency in its processes  

 

Bleeding river The ‘Sarandi’ stream, dyed 

red due to contaminants, flows into the Río 

de la Plata on the outskirts of Buenos Aires,  

Residents report that the stream has exhibited 

various unusual colors in the past gray, green, 
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violet, blue and brown often with an oily 

surface. 

 ● They say they have been filing complaints 

against local businesses since the 1990s 


