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Current affairs 6th February 2025 by Saurabh Pandey Sir 

TEESTA DAM  

The Teesta Dam, a vital infrastructure 

project, not only holds significance for 

hydroelectric power generation but 

also for water management in the 

Indian subcontinent. Its impact 

stretches across borders, affecting both 

India and Bangladesh, making it a 

focal point of geopolitical negotiations 

and local economic stability. The 

ongoing discussions surrounding its 

management and future developments 

necessitate a closer look at its 

significance. Key Points: The dam is 

pivotal for hydropower generation. It 

serves as a crucial resource for 

agriculture in both countries. The 

geopolitical dynamics surrounding the 

dam influence India-Bangladesh 

relations. 

Historical Context: The Indo-

Bangladesh Water Treaty of 1996 

aimed to share the river's resources 

equitably but has faced challenges. 

India’s development of the Teesta 

Dam has raised concerns in 

Bangladesh regarding water scarcity 

during dry seasons. The influence of 

China in the region is also noteworthy, 

as its investments in infrastructure 

could potentially alter the balance of 

power in water management between 

these two nations. Economic Benefits: 

Enhanced agricultural productivity in 

the surrounding regions. Boosting 

local economies through job creation 

in the construction and operation of the 

dam. Opportunities for increased 

hydroelectric power exports to 

neighboring areas 

Concerns:Environmental degradation 

due to altered water flow patterns. 

Displacement of local communities 

and disruption of their livelihoods. 

Increased risks of glacial lake outburst 

floods (GLOFs) in the region, as 

highlighted by recent geological 

events. 

Asteroid 2024 YR4: Potential 

Threat to Earth  

Overview 🌌 Asteroid 2024 YR4 has 

been detected with a greater than 1% 

chance of colliding with Earth in 

approximately eight years.  

💥 The impact could release energy 

hundreds of times greater than the 

Hiroshima bomb, leading to city-level 

devastation.  

Discovery and Characteristics  

🔭 First spotted on December 27, 

2024, by the El Sauce Observatory in 

Chile. The asteroid is estimated to be 

40-90 meters wide. Impact Probability 

and Potential Sites  

📅 Current calculations indicate a 

1.6% chance of impact on December 
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22, 2032. Possible impact sites include 

the eastern Pacific Ocean and northern 

South America.  

Orbital Path and Future Proximity 🌍 

The asteroid follows a highly elliptical 

orbit and is currently moving away 

from Earth. Its next close pass is 

expected in 2028. 

 Potential Consequences  

🏙 An explosion over a major city 

could result in devastation similar to 

the 1908 Tunguska Event.  

Expert Analysis  

 Experts believe there is ample time to 

prepare, and the probability of impact 

may decrease over time.  

Summary  

Asteroid 2024 YR4 poses a potential 

threat to Earth with a chance of impact 

in 2032. However, experts are 

optimistic about monitoring and 

preparing for the situation.  

The Supreme Court's Directive on 

Sacred Groves in Rajasthan 

Introduction to Sacred Groves These 

are not just patches of forest; they are 

vibrant ecosystems that hold immense 

cultural and ecological significance for 

local communities. On December 18, 

2024, the Supreme Court of India 

made a landmark decision regarding 

these sacred groves in Rajasthan, 

directing the Forest Department to 

map and classify them as 'forests' 

under the Wildlife Protection Act 

(WLPA) 1972. What Are Sacred 

Groves? Sacred groves, often referred 

to as 'orans', 'malvan', 'deo ghat', and 

'baugh' in Rajasthan, are community-

regulated patches of forest land. They 

are traditionally managed by local 

communities, who have deep-rooted 

customs and beliefs tied to these areas. 

The groves are often kept untouched, 

with strict taboos against resource 

extraction, except for medicinal plants 

accessed by custodians 

Importance of Sacred Groves to Local 

Communities These groves are not just 

about trees; they are about identity, 

spirituality, and community. They 

serve as biodiversity hotspots, 

repositories of herbal medicine, and 

even sources of perennial streams. The 

relationship between communities and 

their sacred groves is a testament to 

their cultural heritage, helping to 

mitigate the effects of natural disasters 

and stabilize the environment.  

The Supreme Court's Ruling 

Background of the Case The Supreme 

Court's directive stems from a long-

standing legal battle regarding the 

definition of 'forest land'. In the case of 

T.N. Godavarman v. Union of India, 

the court ruled that 'forest land' 

includes any area recorded as forest in 

government records, regardless of 

ownership 
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The 2024 Directive Fast forward to 

2024, the court ordered the Rajasthan 

Forest Department to map every 

sacred grove, irrespective of size, 

based solely on its cultural and 

ecological significance. This decision 

effectively transfers the management 

of these groves from community 

control to forest officials. Implications 

of the Ruling Transition from 

Community Protection to Forest 

Officialdom This ruling raises 

eyebrows as it shifts the sacred groves 

from community protection to 

officialdom. The Forest Department is 

now tasked with classifying these 

groves as 'community reserves', which 

could undermine the traditional rights 

of local communities 

Conflict with the Forest Rights Act 

(FRA) 

The move also clashes with the Forest 

Rights Act (FRA) of 2006, which was 

designed to recognize and restore the 

rights of local communities over forest 

lands. The FRA emphasizes 

community governance, while the 

Supreme Court's directive seems to 

prioritize bureaucratic control. 

 

Understanding Community 

Reserves Definition and Purpose 

Community reserves, introduced under 

the WLPA 2002, are designated areas 

where local communities voluntarily 

conserve habitats. These reserves aim 

to protect flora, fauna, and cultural 

values, but they come with strict 

regulations. 

 

Responsibilities of Community 

Reserves 

Communities within these reserves are 

expected to prevent offenses, assist 

authorities, and maintain the 

ecological balance. However, the 

control of these reserves lies with the 

Chief Wildlife Warden, which raises 

questions about local autonomy. 

 

The Cultural Significance of Sacred 

Groves Myths and Legends 

Surrounding Sacred Groves 

Sacred groves are steeped in local 

legends and myths, passed down 

through generations. 

They are often associated with temples 

and shrines, making them integral to 

the community's spiritual life. 

 

Biodiversity and Ecological Benefits 

These groves are biodiversity hotspots, 

supporting unique flora and fauna. 

They play a crucial role in maintaining 

ecological balance, preventing soil 

erosion, and providing resources for 

local healers. 

 

Conclusion 

The Supreme Court's directive on 

sacred groves in Rajasthan is a double-

edged sword. While it aims to protect 

these vital ecosystems; it also raises 

concerns about the erosion of 

community rights and traditional 

governance. As we move forward, it is 

essential to strike a 
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balance between conservation efforts 

and respecting the cultural significance 

of these sacred spaces. 

 

What are sacred groves? 

Sacred groves are patches of forest 

land that are conserved and regulated 

by local communities, often holding 

cultural and spiritual significance. 

 

Why are sacred groves important? 

They are vital for biodiversity, serve as 

sources of medicinal plants, and play a 

crucial role in the cultural identity of 

local communities. 

 

What did the Supreme Court rule 

regarding sacred groves? 

The court directed the Rajasthan 

Forest Department to map and classify 

sacred groves as 'forests' under the 

Wildlife Protection Act. 

 

How does this rule conflict with the 

Forest Rights Act? 

The ruling undermines the FRA, which 

recognizes community rights over 

forest lands, by transferring control to 

the Forest Department. 

 

What are community reserves? 

Community reserves are areas 

designated for conservation where 

local communities voluntarily protect 

habitats and wildlife, but they are 

managed under the jurisdiction of the 

Forest Department. 

Gas Surge in Northern Europe: A 

Shift Towards Coal Amid Rising 

Prices 

 

Introduction 

In 2025, the energy landscape in 

Northern Europe is experiencing a 

seismic shift as gas-fired power 

generation surges to unprecedented 

levels. This uptick has dramatically 

influenced regional gas prices, which 

have soared to their highest since early 

2023. Countries like Germany, the 

UK, the Netherlands, and Poland have 

seen gas generation jump over 10% 

from January 2024 figures, marking a 

notable trend in energy consumption. 

 

Surge in Gas-Fired Power 

Generation 

The significant increase in gas-fired 

output during January illustrates the 

growing reliance on this energy source 

across major economies in Northern 

Europe. According to LSEG, these 

nations have recorded their highest gas 

generation figures for January since at 

least 2022.The implications of this 

surge are multifaceted, affecting 

everything from energy pricing to the 

environmental impact of increased 

fossil fuel consumption. 

The Shift to Coal: An Economic 

Decision 

As gas prices continue to escalate, 

many power firms are contemplating a 

shift back to 

coal-fired generation. This pivot is 

particularly pronounced in Germany 
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and Poland, where coal remains a 

primary energy source. The coal-

switching price the threshold at which 

coal becomes a more economical 

option compared to gas has been 

surpassed, leading to increased coal 

generation. The economic pressures on 

power suppliers compel them to seek 

more affordable energy sources, 

resulting in a potential deceleration in 

gas consumption. 

 

Environmental Repercussions of the 

Coal Shift 

Switching from gas to coal carries 

significant environmental 

ramifications. Coal-fired power 

generation discharges nearly twice as 

much carbon dioxide per unit of 

electricity produced compared to gas, 

raising concerns about the impact on 

climate change. The decision to 

prioritize coal over gas not only affects 

emissions but also poses challenges to 

achieving regional climate goals. 

 

Navigating Geopolitical Waters: 

Africa's Mineral Wealth Amidst 

U.S. and BRICS Tensions 

Introduction 

Africa stands at a pivotal crossroads, 

where its vast mineral wealth 

intersects with the geopolitical 

maneuvers of global powers. 

The ongoing tensions between the 

United States under President Trump 

and the rising influence of the BRICS 

nations create a complex landscape for 

African countries rich in resources. 

This article delves into the 

implications of these dynamics, 

exploring the challenges and 

opportunities that lie ahead for Africa's 

mineral-rich nations. 

 

The U.S. Stance: Trump’s Tariff 

Machinations 

President Trump’s administration has 

adopted a transactional approach to 

international relations, often viewing 

partnerships through the lens of 

competition. This perspective poses a 

unique dilemma for African nations 

rich in minerals, as they strive to 

maximize development while 

maintaining a neutral stance amidst 

escalating geopolitical tensions. 

 

Trump's Trade Policies: Trump’s 

tariffs have created friction, 

particularly with countries aligned 

with the BRICS coalition. His 

administration’s stance often forces 

African nations to choose sides, 

potentially jeopardizing lucrative trade 

relationships. 

 

Impact on Investment: The 

unpredictability of U.S. policies may 

deter foreign investment in Africa, as 

investors seek stable environments. 

This uncertainty complicates the 

already challenging task of tapping 

into Africa’s mineral resources. 

 

BRICS: A Rising Alternative for 

Africa 

As the BRICS coalition comprising 

Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South 
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Africa gains traction, and African 

nations are reassessing their alliances. 

The BRICS group offers an alternative 

to Western partnerships, but this shift 

comes with its own set of challenges. 

 

Opportunities with BRICS: 

Countries within the BRICS alliance 

often provide favorable terms for 

resource extraction and investment. 

This could lead to accelerated 

development for African mineral-rich 

nations. 

 

Challenges of Alignment: While 

BRICS presents an appealing option, 

there are concerns about the long-term 

benefits for Africa. Chinese 

investments, for example, have 

sometimes prioritized domestic 

interests over local benefits, raising 

questions about equity in resource 

sharing. 

 

Africa's Mineral Wealth: An 

Untapped Resource 

Africa is home to an astounding array 

of mineral resources, yet the continent 

has struggled to fully capitalize on its 

potential. With an estimated 20% of 

global copper reserves and significant 

quantities of rare earth elements, the 

stakes are high. 

 

Political Instability: Many African 

nations face challenges such as 

political instability and corruption, 

which hinder long-term investments. 

Infrastructure Gaps: Poor 

infrastructure remains a significant 

barrier, complicating logistics and 

increasing costs for mining operations. 

 

Finding the Right Partners: The 

Dilemma for African Countries 

Navigating the geopolitics of mineral 

wealth requires African nations to find 

the right partners, balancing interests 

between the West and BRICS nations. 

 

Western Investments: The West 

offers sophisticated capital markets 

and technical expertise, but the 

transactional nature of U.S. policies 

poses risks. 

 

BRICS as a Partner: Aligning with 

BRICS can provide immediate 

benefits but may limit the long-term 

gains for local economies if not 

managed carefully. 

 

Policy Recommendations for 

African Nations 

To ensure that Africa's mineral wealth 

translates into sustainable 

development, strategic policy 

frameworks are essential. 

 

Negotiation Strategies: African 

countries should adopt a more 

assertive stance in negotiations, 

emphasizing equitable resource 

sharing. 

 

Legislative Measures: Implementing 

laws that mandate local processing of 

minerals can ensure that African 

nations capture more value from their 

resources. 
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Conclusion 

Africa’s mineral-rich landscape is 

fraught with complexities as the 

continent navigates the competing 

interests of global superpowers. By 

carefully evaluating partnerships and 

implementing sound policies, African 

nations can leverage their resources for 

sustainable growth and development. 


