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Article 191 in Constitution of India

191. Disqualifications for membership
(1) A person shall be disqualified for being chosen as, and for being, a member of the 

Legislative Assembly or Legislative Council of a State
(a) if he holds any office of profit under the Government of India or the Government of 

any State specified in the First Schedule, other than an office declared by the 
Legislature of the State by law not to disqualify its holder;

(b) if he is of unsound mind and stands so declared by a competent court;

e ->  if he is an undischarged insolvent;



(d) if he is not a citizen of India, or has voluntarily acquired the citizenship of a foreign 
State, or is under any acknowledgement of allegiance or adherence to a foreign State;

(e) if he is so disqualified by or under any law made by Parliament.Explanation. For the 
purposes of this clause, a person shall not be deemed to hold an office of profit under 
the Government of India or the Government of any State specified in the First Schedule 
by reason only that he is a Minister either for the Union or for such State.

(2) A person shall be disqualified for being a member of the Legislative Assembly or 
Legislative Council of a State if he is so disqualified under the Tenth Schedule.





Indian Navy's Stealth Frigate Tamal: A New Era in Naval Self-Sufficiency
Overview of the Tamal Frigate

  Arrival in St. Petersburg: The Indian Navy crew for the stealth frigate Tamal 
arrived in St. Petersburg for training before its commissioning in early June.

 
 🚢 Significance: Tamal will be the last warship commissioned outside India, 

highlighting a shift towards domestic warship design and construction.
 
  Commissioning Crew: Comprising around 200 personnel, the crew will oversee 

trials post-training, moving to Kaliningrad for this purpose

 



Details of the Frigate Deal

 🤝 Inter-Governmental Agreement: Part of a deal for four additional stealth frigates 
signed in October 2016, with two ships imported and two manufactured in India.

 
 💰 Financials: A $1 billion deal was signed for the direct purchase of two frigates, with 

Tamal undergoing State Committee Trials and set for delivery acceptance trials.
 
 🔫 Weapons Testing: The ship's weapons will be tested before commissioning, following 

a series of trials lasting 45 to 50 days
Historical Context and Future Implications

 🌍 INS Tushil: The first ship from this deal, commissioned on December 9, 2024, has 
traveled over 12,500 nautical miles, visiting eight countries.

 Summary: The Indian Navy's Tamal frigate, the last to be commissioned outside India, is 
set for trials and commissioning in June, reflecting India's growing naval self-sufficiency





Simultaneous Elections Bill Overview

⚖ Legal Concerns

 Former Chief Justice U.U. Lalit expressed doubts about the Bill's ability to 
withstand a Supreme Court challenge.

 Concerns focus on provisions that curtail Assembly tenures, potentially violating 
the Constitution's Basic Structure.

📅 Bill Overview

 The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024 aims to 
empower the Election Commission.

 Introduced in the Lok Sabha on December 17, 2024, to facilitate simultaneous 
elections for the Lok Sabha and Assemblies



🗳 Election Synchronization

 The Bill allows the President to set an "appointed date" for a new electoral cycle.
 This leads to simultaneous elections after adjusting the tenure of Assemblies.

🔄 Staggered Approach Suggested

 Justice Lalit recommended a staggered approach for disbanding Assemblies.
 Emphasized the importance of preserving the substantial term of Assemblies



💰 Cost Efficiency Argument

 Ritu Raj Awasthi, former Law Commission Chairperson, supported the Bill.
 Argued that simultaneous elections could reduce costs and improve governance 

by addressing policy paralysis and excessive election-related expenditures

Opposition Concerns

 Opposition members, including Congress MP Manish Tewari, raised concerns.
 The Bill is seen as undermining the equal constitutional status of State legislatures 

compared to Parliament.





The Significance of Ultraconserved Elements (UCEs) in Evolutionary Biology

Understanding Ultraconserved Elements (UCEs):

Ultraconserved Elements (UCEs) are stretches of DNA that exhibit remarkable conservation across a 
variety of distantly-related organisms. These genomic marvels are not just random sequences; they tell 
a story of evolution, revealing the intricate connections between vastly different species.

 Highly Conserved Regions: UCEs are regions of the genome that remain almost unchanged 
through millions of years of evolution. Their stability across taxa makes them particularly valuable 
for evolutionary biologists.

 
 Shared Among Distant Taxa: UCEs are identified in organisms as diverse as birds and humans, 

highlighting their broad significance in the tree of life.
 
 Flanking DNA Variability: The DNA adjacent to UCEs, known as flanking DNA, tends to exhibit 

greater variability, allowing scientists to differentiate UCEs from more mutable genomic regions.





How are UCEs Identified?

Identifying UCEs is a meticulous process that involves several advanced genomic 
techniques. Researchers leverage comparative genomics to pinpoint these highly 
conserved regions.

 Comparative Genomics: By comparing the genomes of various organisms, 
scientists can identify sequences that remain unchanged across species.

 Targeted Sequence Capture: This technique allows researchers to isolate UCEs 
and analyze them in detail, providing insights into their functional roles.

 Phylogenomic Analyses: UCEs are utilized in constructing phylogenetic trees, 
helping to illustrate evolutionary relationships among species.



Applications of UCEs in Evolutionary Studies:

The applications of UCEs in evolutionary biology are vast and profound. They serve as 
critical tools for researchers aiming to understand the evolutionary history and 
relationships among different taxa.

 Reconstructing Evolutionary Histories: UCEs aid in piecing together the 
evolutionary puzzle by providing reliable markers for tracing lineage divergence.

 Inter-species Conservation: The conservation of UCEs across species indicates 
their functional importance, making them vital in conservation genetics.

 Genomic Stability and Organization: UCEs are enriched within specific genomic 
domains, playing a crucial role in maintaining genomic stability and organization.





Mapping

Puppy Mountain

● mountain in China, it resembles a puppy’s head and has become a 

popular tourist destination. 

● This mountain is set along the Yangtze River in Yichang, a city in 

Hubei province in central China.





The Numbers: A Look at 2024 Shutdowns

In 2024, India recorded a staggering 84 Internet shutdowns, maintaining its position as 
the world leader in government-imposed restrictions. This figure is crucial, not just in 
isolation, but as part of a troubling trend over recent years.

 Statistical Breakdown:
 41 shutdowns occurred during protests.
 23 were linked to communal clashes.
 5 shutdowns were enacted due to examination-related cheating.

This data underscores a disturbing pattern where the justification for curtailing digital 
access often stems from social unrest rather than any genuine threat to public safety.



Reasons Behind Shutdowns

The rationale provided by the government for these shutdowns often hinges on the 
need to control the spread of misinformation and maintain public order. However, this 
narrative is increasingly challenged by civil rights advocates who argue that such 
measures are excessive and disproportionately impact the populace.

 Key Drivers:
 Protests: Rapidly spreading dissent often triggers shutdowns as a preemptive 

measure.
 Disinformation: In an age of digital communication, the fear of misinformation 

gaining traction acts as a catalyst for restrictions.

As the Supreme Court of India has noted, each shutdown must meet tests of necessity 
and proportionality, but the lack of transparency in government actions raises serious 
questions about adherence to these principles.



Government Justifications and Challenges

The Indian government maintains that mobile Internet shutdowns are critical tools in 
managing law enforcement challenges. However, the Telecommunications (Temporary 
Suspension of Services) Rules, 2024 stipulate that clear documentation of the reasons 
and duration of shutdowns must be made public.

 Challenges Faced:
 Lack of Accountability: Many shutdowns lack official documentation, making it 

difficult for citizens to understand the reasons behind them.
 Legal Framework: The existing laws do not adequately cover the implications 

of prolonged Internet restrictions on daily life.



Impact on Society

The ramifications of Internet shutdowns extend far beyond the digital realm. They 
create a ripple effect, impacting livelihoods, education, and healthcare acc

ess for millions.

 Consequences:
 Economic Impact: Businesses reliant on digital platforms suffer significant 

losses during shutdowns.
 Access to Education: Students are unable to attend online classes, 

exacerbating educational inequalities.
 Healthcare: In emergencies, the inability to access medical services can prove 

disastrous.

Personal narratives of those affected illustrate the human cost of these policies, 
painting a grim picture of life under constant digital surveillance and restriction.



The Call for Transparency and Reform

Advocates for civil liberties urge the Indian government to re-evaluate its approach to 
Internet governance. A shift towards transparency and accountability is essential to 
restore faith in democratic processes.

 Recommendations:
 Regular Assessments: Conduct evaluations post-shutdown to determine 

necessity and impact.
 Public Reporting: Ensure that shutdown orders are made public with clear 

justifications.

The ideal scenario would be a zero shutdown environment, fostering an atmosphere 
where citizens can freely communicate without fear of reprisal.



Conclusion

As India continues to navigate the complexities of Internet governance, it is crucial for 
policymakers to consider the broader implications of their actions. The year 2024 
serves as a stark reminder of the delicate balance between maintaining order and 
upholding democratic rights. The need for a sensible approach to Internet access has 
never been more urgent.







The Indispensable Role of AI in Our Lives
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has become an indispensable part of our lives, transforming how we 
work, live, and do business. It’s fascinating to think about how something that started as a 
concept in the 1950s has evolved into a powerhouse of technology that shapes our daily 
experiences. But what exactly is AI, and why is it so crucial today?

Understanding AI

What is AI?

Broadly defined, AI encompasses technologies that simulate human thinking and 
decision-making. From virtual assistants like Siri and Alexa to complex algorithms that drive 
financial markets, AI is everywhere.

A Brief History of AI

While basic forms of AI have existed since the 1950s, the field has advanced rapidly in recent 
years. This surge is largely driven by improvements in computing power and the exponential 
increase in data availability.



The Current State of AI

AI Market Valuation

Did you know that the global AI market is valued at a staggering $200 billion? And it’s 
projected to contribute up to $15.7 trillion to the global economy by 2030! That’s a lot of 
zeros, and it shows just how integral AI has become.

Major Investments in AI

The Stargate Project

In the U.S., the announcement of the Stargate Project, which involves more than $500 billion 
in AI infrastructure investments over four years, is a testament to this growth. It’s like the 
government is saying, “Let’s put our money where our future is!”



India’s Data Centre Ambitions

On the other side of the globe, India is making waves too. Reliance Industries is 
planning to build the world’s largest data centre in Jamnagar, in partnership with Nvidia. 
Plus, India has announced plans to develop its own large language model (LLM) to 
compete with giants like DeepSeek and ChatGPT.



The Economic Impact of AI

AI as a Driver of Economic Value

As governments race to tap into AI’s economic potential, it’s crucial to acknowledge that 
its rapid rise brings not only opportunities but also risks, particularly environmental 
costs.

The Environmental Costs of AI

Energy Consumption and Emissions

The environmental impact of AI arises across several stages of its value chain. For 
instance, data centres, which are the backbone of AI operations, contribute about 1% of 
global greenhouse gas emissions, according to the International Energy Agency (IEA). 
This figure is expected to rise significantly as electricity demand from data centres is 
projected to double by 2026.



Data Centres and Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Generative AI models like ChatGPT require 10–100 times more computing power than 
earlier versions, further driving demand for graphic processing units and worsening the 
environmental footprint.

E-Waste Crisis

Moreover, the rapid expansion of data centres is fuelling a growing e-waste crisis. It’s a 
bit like a double-edged sword; while AI is advancing, it’s also creating new challenges.

The Need for Sustainable AI Practices

Global Conversations on AI Sustainability

Global conversations on this issue have been gaining momentum. At COP29, the 
International Telecommunication Union emphasized the urgent need for greener AI 
practices.



The Role of Governments and Businesses

Over 190 countries have adopted non-binding ethical AI recommendations addressing 
the environment. However, while governments are crafting national AI strategies, they 
often overlook sustainability, particularly the private sector’s role in reducing emissions.

The Path Forward

Investing in Clean Energy

To balance innovation and environmental responsibility, action is needed across the AI 
value chain. Investing in clean energy is a key step in achieving net-zero emissions. 
Companies can transition to renewable energy sources and purchase carbon credits.



Optimizing AI Models

Using energy-efficient hardware and ensuring regular maintenance can significantly 
minimize emissions. Smaller, domain-specific models tailored to their applications can 
deliver the same outputs with less processing power, reducing demand on 
infrastructure and resources.

The Importance of Transparency

Lastly, transparency is essential in driving sustainability efforts. Measuring and 
disclosing the environmental impact of AI systems will help organizations understand 
their life cycle emissions and address the negative externalities of their operations.

Conclusion

In conclusion, while AI has transformed our lives in remarkable ways, it’s crucial to 
recognize the environmental costs associated with its rapid growth. By embedding 
sustainability into the very design of the AI ecosystem, we can harness its 
transformative potential without compromising the Earth’s future.





 Three-Language Formula
Introduction

The debate surrounding language policy in India is not merely a matter of semantics; it is a 
profound clash of identity, heritage, and educational equity. A significant tussle has erupted 
between the Centre and the Tamil Nadu government regarding the controversial 
three-language formula under the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020. This conflict has ignited 
fervent discussions nationwide, raising questions about the future of education in the state and 
the implications for its unique cultural identity.

Background of the Three-Language Formula

Historical Context

The roots of the tussle can be traced back to the NEP of 1968, which introduced a 
three-language formula intended to promote Hindi in non-Hindi-speaking states. This initiative 
was met with resistance in Tamil Nadu, where the two-language policy, emphasizing Tamil and 
English, had already taken root.



The New Education Policy (NEP) 2020

Fast forward to 2020, the NEP retained the three-language formula but with a crucial 
caveat: states could select the languages to be taught, provided at least two were 
native to India. While this flexibility was designed to alleviate tensions, the storm over 
language policy in Tamil Nadu is far from reaching a calm.

Constitutional Provisions

Official Languages in India

According to the Indian Constitution, Hindi serves as the official language of the Union, 
while English is permitted for official purposes indefinitely. Additionally, states are 
empowered to designate any language in use within their borders as their official 
language, which gives Tamil Nadu the prerogative to uphold its linguistic heritage.



Role of the Union Government

The Union government's role is to promote Hindi as a medium of expression for India's 
diverse cultures. However, this has fueled accusations of Hindi imposition, particularly 
from Tamil Nadu, which perceives the Centre's insistence on the three-language 
formula as a veiled attempt to enforce Hindi dominance.

Current Issues in Education

Learning Outcomes

Despite the ongoing debate, alarming statistics from the Annual Status of Education 
Research (ASER) reveal that nearly 60% of Class V students in Tamil Nadu struggle to 
read a Class II level text. This stark reality serves as a wake-up call for stakeholders 
involved in education reform.



Budgetary Concerns

The financial aspect of education cannot be overlooked. Reports indicate that only 15% 
of the total revenue expenditure on elementary education is contributed by the Centre, 
with states bearing the brunt of 85%. This disparity raises critical questions regarding 
the adequacy of funding for educational initiatives.

The Way Forward

Importance of Multilingualism

While English may not be a native language, proficiency in it is vital for global 
competitiveness. India, being a multilingual nation, must promote the learning of 
various Indian languages in schools. However, addressing the existing learning gaps 
should take precedence.



Focus on Foundational Skills

Government-run schools must prioritize the teaching of local languages and English, 
alongside foundational numeracy skills. Even in private institutions, where a third 
language is often taught, proficiency remains limited.

Conclusion

The ongoing tussle between the Centre and Tamil Nadu over the three-language 
formula transcends mere policy debate; it encapsulates the cultural and linguistic 
diversity that defines India. Constructive dialogue is essential to ensure that education 
funding is not delayed and that states possess the autonomy to shape their educational 
policies.





 Legal Examination of Women's Arrests
Overview of Women's Arrest Regulations

 🕗 Arrest Timing: A woman was arrested at 8 PM, prompting a legal review of 
the arrest's validity.

 
 ⚖ Judicial Rulings: Initially, a single Judge found the arrest violated Section 

46(4) of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC). However, a two-Judge Bench 
later interpreted this section as directory rather than mandatory.

 
 🚨 Legal Provisions: Section 43(5) of BNSS, akin to Section 46(4) of CrPC, 

restricts arrests of women after sunset unless exceptional circumstances 
exist, requiring prior magistrate approval.

 
  Arresting Officer Requirements: The arresting officer must be a woman or 

have valid reasons to physically engage with the woman being arrested, 
ensuring her safety.

 



 📜 Historical Recommendations: The Law Commission of India, in its 1989 and 
1996 reports, recommended restrictions on women's arrests after sunset, leading 
to the inclusion of Section 46(4) in 2005.

 
 🏛 Supreme Court's Stance: The Supreme Court stressed the importance of 

practical adherence to directives concerning the presence of female officers during 
arrests.

 
 ⚖ Provision's Aim: The provision is designed to safeguard women's safety but 

lacks clarity on defining "exceptional circumstances."

Summary: The legal framework for arresting women focuses on their safety, with 
specific provisions and historical recommendations, yet faces challenges in practical 
enforcement.







Simandou Mine Overview

 🏞 Location: The Simandou mine is situated in Guinea, West Africa.
 
 ⛏ Resource: Known for its significant deposits of iron ore, it is one of the largest untapped reserves 

globally.
 
 🌍 Economic Impact: The mine has the potential to greatly influence Guinea's economy and boost its GDP.
 
 🔗 Infrastructure: Development plans include a railway and port to facilitate ore exportation.
 
 🤝 Investment: The project has attracted substantial foreign investment, particularly from companies in 

China.
 
 ⚖ Controversies: The mine has faced various controversies, including environmental concerns and 

disputes over land rights.
 
 📈 Future Prospects: If fully developed, Simandou could become a major player in the global iron ore 

market.

Summary: The Simandou mine in Guinea is a major iron ore deposit with significant economic potential, 
infrastructure development plans, and associated controversies
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