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Q. With reference to the Sangit Kalanidhi Award consider the following 
statements. (The Hindu)

1) Is the title awarded annually to a Hindustani musician by the Indore Music 
Academy.

2) From 1929 to 1941, the award did not exist.

Whichever of the given statements is/are correct.

A) 1 Only

B) 2 Only

C) Both 1 and 2

D) Neither 1 or 2
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Topic → India-China Dispute Over Territory and Hydropower 
Projects
Key Developments

  India's Protest: India has lodged a "solemn protest" with China over the 
creation of two counties in the Hotan prefecture, which encroach on Indian 
territory in Ladakh.

 🏞 Territorial Dispute: The Indian Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) emphasized 
that India has never accepted China's illegal occupation of the disputed area.

 
 ⚡ Hydropower Concerns: India expressed concerns about a mega hydropower 

project on the Yarlung Tsangpo (Brahmaputra) river, which flows through 
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam.

 
 🏗 Dam Construction: China has approved the construction of the world's largest 

dam on the Brahmaputra river, with an estimated cost of $137 billion. India 
learned about this through a news report rather than official channels.



 🔄 Call for Transparency: The MEA spokesperson reiterated the need for 
transparency and consultation with downstream countries regarding projects on 
shared rivers.

 
 📅 Recent Developments: The protest follows a report from Chinese news agency 

Xinhua about the new counties, which India views as an attempt by China to solidify 
its administrative control over disputed territories.

 
 🤝 Diplomatic Engagement: A meeting between Indian National Security Adviser 

Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi is planned to address ongoing 
tensions stemming from the Galwan clashes in June 2020.

Summary

India has formally protested China's establishment of new counties in disputed territory 
and raised concerns over a major dam project on the Brahmaputra river, emphasizing 
the need for transparency and cooperation







Topic → One Nation, One Election: A Double-Edged Sword for Indian Democracy
Historical Context of Simultaneous Elections

India's journey through electoral practices has been a tapestry woven with threads of both 
tradition and turmoil. Interestingly, the concept of simultaneous elections is not a novel idea in 
the Indian political landscape.

 Initial Practices: After Independence, the Election Commission of India (ECI) 
orchestrated simultaneous elections for both the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies. This 
model represented a period of cooperative federalism, where elections were conducted in 
a synchronized manner, allowing for a cohesive governance framework.

 
 Disruption by Article 356: The tranquility of this system was disrupted with the 

introduction of Article 356, often referred to as President's Rule. This provision, which 
allows the central government to assume control over a state in times of political 
instability, marked a pivotal shift in Union-State relations. The first invocation in Kerala 
during 1959 set a precedent that many argue undermined state autonomy.

 
 



 Misuse and Historical Evolution: Over time, successive governments have invoked 
Article 356 more than 130 times, often using it as a political tool against 'unfavorable' 
state governments. This misuse has raised questions about the integrity of federalism in 
India. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s optimistic view of Article 356 as a "dead letter" contrasts 
sharply with its active use in contemporary politics



The Proposal of One Nation, One Election

The One Nation, One Election (ONOE) proposal has been a cornerstone of the current 
government's electoral strategy. But what does it entail?

 Framework Overview: The ONOE aims to synchronize Lok Sabha and State Assembly 
elections, thereby consolidating the electoral calendar. This proposal is rooted in the 
belief that conducting elections simultaneously will yield administrative and fiscal 
efficiencies.

 
 Proponents' Claims: Advocates argue that this model will reduce election fatigue, lower 

costs of conducting multiple elections, and streamline governance. They contend that it 
will enable governments to focus more on policy implementation rather than being in 
perpetual election mode.

 
 Constitutional Amendments Needed: Implementing the ONOE would necessitate 

significant amendments to the Constitution, particularly Articles 83 and 172, which 
stipulate the tenure of Parliament and State Assemblies. This raises concerns about the 
implications for democratic representation and the autonomy of state governments





Implications for Federal Structure and State Autonomy

The ramifications of the ONOE proposal extend far beyond mere administrative efficiencies; 
they delve deep into the fabric of India's federal structure.

 Erosion of State Autonomy: By aligning state election cycles with national ones, the 
ONOE threatens to dilute the autonomy of state governments. This could lead to a 
scenario where state governments are perceived as mere extensions of the central 
authority, undermining the principle of cooperative federalism.

 
 Impact on Voter Evaluation: Holding state elections alongside national elections could 

impair voters' ability to evaluate state government performance independently. The 
amalgamation of issues at the national and state levels could lead to voter confusion, 
ultimately affecting the quality of representation.

 
 Truncated Mandates: A particularly concerning aspect of the ONOE is the potential for 

truncated tenures. If a state government falls midterm, a new government might only 
serve a fraction of its intended term, thereby violating the democratic principle of "one 
person, one vote, one value".



Challenges and Logistics of Implementation

While the ONOE proposal is ambitious, its implementation poses monumental challenges that 
cannot be overlooked.

 Voter Fatigue: The sheer scale of synchronizing elections for over 900 million voters 
raises concerns about voter fatigue and confusion. The logistical challenges of managing 
such a vast electorate are significant, potentially impacting voter turnout and 
engagement.

 
 Historical Election Frequencies: Historical data reveals that the frequency of elections 

has varied significantly over the years, with multiple elections occurring within short 
spans. For instance, the mid-1990s saw elections in 1996, 1998, and 1999, highlighting 
the unpredictability of Indian electoral politics.

 
 Need for Systemic Reforms: Before any consideration of the ONOE, it is imperative to 

address systemic challenges such as the misuse of Article 356 and the inadequacies of 
anti-defection laws. Only through comprehensive reforms can the integrity of India's 
democratic framework be preserved







Topic → The Growth of International Trade and Cross-Border Insolvency Challenges
Introduction

With international trade booming, businesses are crossing borders like never before. But with this 
growth comes a whole new set of challenges, especially when it comes to managing financial failures 
across different countries. 

Historical Context of Insolvency in India

The Indian Insolvency Act of 1848
Back in the day, under British rule, India faced significant hurdles in managing financial failures. The 
Indian Insolvency Act of 1848 was the first attempt to tackle domestic insolvencies. It was a step in the 
right direction, but it didn’t quite cover the complexities of cross-border insolvencies.

The Presidency-Towns Insolvency Act 1909
Fast forward to 1909, and we saw the introduction of the Presidency-Towns Insolvency Act, which 
applied to major cities like Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras. This act was a bit more refined but still left a 
lot to be desired when it came to handling cross-border issues.



The Provincial Insolvency Act 1920
Then came the Provincial Insolvency Act of 1920, which aimed to govern insolvencies in the 
mofussil regions. While these laws provided a framework for domestic insolvencies, they didn’t 
address the complexities of cross-border insolvencies, leaving a critical gap in the legal 
system.

The Evolution of Insolvency Laws Post-Independence
Recommendations for Modernization
After India gained independence, these laws remained unchanged for decades. It wasn’t until 
the 1990s, driven by economic liberalization and globalization, that the need for a 
comprehensive insolvency law became a hot topic. The Third Law Commission’s 26th Report 
in 1964 had already recommended modernization, but it took a while for things to pick up.

The Role of the Bankruptcy Law Reform Committee
In 2015, the Bankruptcy Law Reform Committee drafted the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(IBC) Bill, focusing primarily on domestic insolvencies. However, concerns about cross-border 
insolvency provisions led to the introduction of Sections 234 and 235.



The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)

Sections 234 and 235 Explained

These sections allow the Indian government to enforce IBC provisions in foreign countries through 
reciprocal agreements and outline the procedure for seeking assistance from foreign courts. 

Cross-Border Insolvency Challenges in India

The Jet Airways Case

The case of State Bank of India vs Jet Airways (India) Limited in 2019 brought Sections 234 and 
235 under scrutiny. The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) identified two major issues: the 
lack of a reciprocal arrangement between India and the Netherlands and the non-notification of 
these sections by the central government, rendering them legally unenforceable.

Regulatory Gaps Identified

This case highlighted the inactive status of these provisions, effectively labeling them as “dead 
letters.” To address this gap, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs formed expert committees to identify 
shortcomings and recommend adopting the UNCITRAL Model Law on Cross-Border Insolvency.



The Need for Reform
Structured Framework Adoption
While ad hoc solutions have been effective in individual cases, they’re not sustainable. Experts emphasize the 
need for a structured framework, recommending that India adopt the UNCITRAL Model Law.

Modernizing Communication Methods

Reforming outdated communication methods between Indian and foreign courts is crucial. Adopting the Judicial 
Insolvency Network (JIN) Guidelines would modernize judicial coordination and improve efficiency in handling 
cross-border insolvency matters.

Expanding NCLT Powers
Currently, the NCLT lacks the power to recognize or enforce foreign judgments, which limits its effectiveness. 
Expanding its powers is essential for effective management of cross-border insolvency cases.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the growth of international trade has indeed amplified cross-border insolvency challenges. A 
reliable and predictable insolvency framework is not just a legal necessity; it’s vital for economic stability and 
attracting foreign investments. By modernizing our laws and adopting structured frameworks, India can pave the 
way for a robust system that effectively manages cross-border insolvencies.





Topic → Tungsten Reserves in India

India is home to significant tungsten reserves, predominantly concentrated in certain 
states. The primary regions for tungsten mining include:

 Andhra Pradesh: Known for its rich mineral deposits.
 Himachal Pradesh: Emerging as a key player in tungsten production.
 Uttarakhand: A vital area contributing to the national supply.

Global Comparison

While India holds promising reserves, it is essential to place these figures within a 
global context. Countries like China and Russia dominate the tungsten market, making 
India’s role crucial yet challenging.



Economic Impact of Tungsten Mining

The economic implications of tungsten mining in India are profound. Key contributions include:

 Job Creation: Mining operations provide employment opportunities, bolstering local 
economies.

 Community Development: Increased revenue can lead to improved infrastructure and 
services.

National Economic Contribution

Tungsten mining also plays a vital role in contributing to India’s GDP, as the demand for this 
mineral grows both domestically and internationally.

Environmental and Regulatory Challenges

Despite its economic benefits, tungsten mining poses environmental concerns:

 Land Degradation: Mining activities can lead to deforestation and soil erosion.
 Water Contamination: Improper waste disposal can contaminate local water sources.



Regulatory Framework

India’s regulatory framework aims to mitigate these challenges, but enforcement remains a 
hurdle. Ensuring compliance with environmental norms is crucial for sustainable mining 
practices.

Future Prospects and Trends

The future of tungsten mining in India looks promising, with several trends emerging:

 Technological Advancements: Innovations in mining technology can enhance efficiency 
and reduce environmental impacts.

 Growing Global Demand: As industries expand, the demand for tungsten will likely 
increase, positioning India favorably in the global market.

Conclusion

In conclusion, while India’s tungsten mining industry faces challenges, the potential for growth 
and economic impact is substantial. By addressing environmental concerns and leveraging 
technological advancements, India can secure its place in the global tungsten market.



Tungsten Mining and Global Production Overview
Primary Deposits in India

 🏔 Significant Locations:
 Rajasthan: Degana mines
 Andhra Pradesh: Srikakulam
 Karnataka: Chitradurga and Mysuru

Current Status

 📉 Import Dependency: India heavily relies on imports due to limited domestic 
production capabilities.

Global Reserves

 🌍 Major Holders:
 China: Over 80% of global production
 Russia and Canada: Other significant reserves
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Q. With reference to the Sangit Kalanidhi Award consider the following 
statements. (The Hindu)

1) Is the title awarded annually to a Hindustani musician by the Indore Music 
Academy.

2) From 1929 to 1941, the award did not exist.

Whichever of the given statements is/are correct.

A) 1 Only

B) 2 Only

C) Both 1 and 2

D) Neither 1 or 2



Ans: B

Sangita Kalanidhi is the title awarded annually to a Carnatic musician 
by the Madras Music Academy.
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