
Topics - MINDS MAPS included (Daily current affairs 
14th  & 13th December  2024
●  Global Drowning Prevention Report
●  Understanding the Constitution as a Commons
● Switzerland Suspends MFN Treatment for India
● Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024
●  Disease X: 
● Delhi's Path to Cleaner Air
●  Salar de Uyuni: A Natural Wonder
● Mains

 

 

 
 
 

Mains

●

By saurabh Pandey 



Target Mains -2025/26 -
 Essay topic → ‘’Shrinking space for human interaction is breaking 
social fabrics’ 

(JOIN  AAKLAN PLUS TO GET  ANSWERS  EVALUATED ) Download 
saurabh pandey cse app

Connect with sir
9057921649

send your answer - Saurabh pandey 
upsc telegram channel



EVERYTHING 
IN ONE 
COURSE !!



Test -10 scheduled 
on Monday - 9:30 am





Topic → Global Drowning Prevention Report
Key Findings

 🌍 Global Impact: The WHO's first global status report on drowning prevention reveals 
that 300,000 people drowned in 2021, equating to approximately 30 every hour.

 
 📉 Regional Disparities: A staggering 92% of drowning deaths occurred in low- and 

middle-income countries. The South-East Asia Region, including India, accounted for 
83,000 deaths (28% of the global total).

 
 👶 Vulnerable Populations: Children are disproportionately affected, with those under 

five representing 24% of drowning deaths, and 19% among children aged five to 14.
 
 📊 Trends Over Time: Drowning deaths have declined by 38% since 2000. However, 

progress is uneven; the European Region saw a 68% drop, while South-East Asia 
experienced a 48% decline.



 🚨 Underreporting Issues: Many drowning deaths are underreported, especially those 
related to natural disasters and water transport, issues exacerbated by climate change.

 
  Preventive Measures: Only 33% of countries have national programs for bystander 

training in rescue and resuscitation, and just 22% include swimming and water safety in 
school curricula.

 
 💔 Future Projections: If current trends persist, over 7.2 million people, mainly children, 

could die from drowning by 2050, highlighting the urgent need for political will and 
investment in prevention strategies.

Summary

The WHO's report underscores the global drowning crisis, with a significant impact on children 
in low-income regions, and calls for immediate action to implement effective prevention 
strategies





Topic → Understanding the Constitution as a Commons

 The Constitution of India is not just a legal document; it’s a living entity that reflects 
our collective aspirations and struggles. This writer has long argued that our rights 
and responsibilities as citizens are deeply intertwined with the intellectual history of 
constitutionalism. It’s essential to recognize that the Constitution is a commons, a 
shared space where every citizen has a stake.

 
 The Intellectual History of Constitutionalism
 The roots of constitutionalism in India are rich and complex. They draw from various 

philosophical traditions and historical contexts, shaping our understanding of 
governance and rights. This history is not static; it evolves as we navigate our 
present and future.

 
 



 The Evolution of Rights and Responsibilities
 Our rights are not merely granted; they are earned through struggle and dialogue. 

The responsibilities that accompany these rights are equally vital, as they ensure 
that we engage with our Constitution meaningfully.

 
 The Spirit of the Constitution
 The spirit of the Constitution transcends judicial interpretations. It embodies the 

hopes and dreams of the people, urging us to think beyond precedents and past 
judicial wisdom.

 
 The Concept of Commons in Constitutional Law
 Viewing the Constitution as a commons invites us to share ownership and 

understanding. It’s not just the domain of legal experts or judges; it belongs to all of 
us.



 Shared Ownership of the Constitution
 When we think of the Constitution as a commons, we acknowledge that its 

interpretation and application should serve the common good. This shared ownership 
fosters a sense of responsibility among citizens.

 The Role of the Preamble
 The Preamble of the Constitution sets the tone for this shared ownership. It outlines the 

values of justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity, guiding us in our collective journey.
 Civil Disobedience: A Historical Perspective
 Civil disobedience has been a powerful tool in our struggle for rights. It’s a form of 

protest that challenges unjust laws and practices, rooted in the belief that the 
Constitution is a living document.

 Satyagraha and Its Legacy
 Satyagraha, a term coined by Gandhi, embodies the philosophy of nonviolent 

resistance. It’s a testament to our collective inheritance, reminding us that change is 
possible through peaceful means.

 
 



 Key Figures in the Movement
 Figures like B.R. Ambedkar, Maulana Azad, and Jaipal Munda have played pivotal roles 

in shaping our constitutional landscape. Their contributions remind us of the diverse 
voices that have fought for justice.

Recently, the norms of judicial propriety have come under scrutiny. The actions of Justice 
S.K. Yadav of the Allahabad High Court have raised questions about the integrity of our 
judicial system.

If the judiciary loses its credibility, the very foundation of our constitutional 
democracy is at risk.

The Path Forward: Embracing Civil Disobedience



In times of crisis, civil disobedience emerges as a constitutional route to recuperation. It’s 
a reminder that the Constitution is not just a set of rules but a living framework for justice.
The Role of Citizens in Constitutionalism
Citizens play a crucial role in upholding the Constitution. By engaging in civil 
disobedience, we assert our rights and responsibilities, ensuring that the Constitution 
serves the common good.
The Need for Collective Action
Collective action is essential in times of crisis. It’s not enough to rely on institutions; we 
must come together as a community to uphold our constitutional values.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the Constitution of India is a commons that belongs to all of us. It’s our 
collective responsibility to engage with it, interpret it, and ensure that it serves the 
common good. As we navigate the challenges of our time, let’s remember the legacy of 
civil disobedience and the power of collective action.





TOPIC → Switzerland Suspends MFN Treatment for India
Key Developments

  Suspension of MFN Treatment: Switzerland has halted the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) 
treatment for India under the 30-year-old double-taxation avoidance agreement (DTAA), effective 
from January 1, 2025.

 
 
 ⚖ Legal Context: This decision follows an October 2023 Supreme Court ruling in India, which 

questioned the validity of the MFN clause, stating it does not automatically trigger without notification 
under the Income Tax Act.

 
 📈 Impact on Indian Firms: Indian companies operating in Switzerland will face increased tax 

liabilities, with rates rising from a reduced 5% to a 10% residual rate on dividends and other incomes.
 
 🔄 Bilateral Treaty Dynamics: The change signifies a major shift in bilateral treaty dynamics, 

highlighting India's stricter interpretations of international tax treaties to protect domestic revenues.



 🤝 Need for Negotiations: Experts emphasize the importance of proactive 
negotiations to clarify treaty interpretations and safeguard Indian firms' interests 
abroad, particularly in sectors like financial services, pharmaceuticals, and IT.

 
 🌍 Potential Global Impact: The suspension could lead to frictions with other trade 

partners and affect inbound and outbound investment flows, potentially creating 
hurdles in other jurisdictions.

 
 📊 Future Possibilities: There is a possibility for India to reactivate the MFN clause 

if it issues the required notification, as indicated by Swiss authorities.

Summary

Switzerland's suspension of the MFN treatment for India under the DTAA could increase 
tax liabilities for Indian firms and complicate international tax relations.





Most Favoured Nation (MFN) Status

 🌍 Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status is a fundamental principle in trade policy.
 
 📜 It ensures equal treatment for all trading partners.
 
 ⚖ Under MFN, any trade advantage given to one nation must be extended to all 

nations with MFN status.
 
 💼 This principle is widely used in international trade agreements.
 
 🔄 MFN status helps in promoting fair competition and reducing trade barriers.
 
 🌐 It is a crucial element of the World Trade Organization (WTO) agreements.
 
 📈 MFN can lead to increased trade and economic cooperation among nations.





European Free Trade Association (EFTA)

Overview

 🌍 EFTA stands for the European Free Trade Association, promoting free trade and 
economic integration among its member states.

 
  The founding members include Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein.
 
 🤝 EFTA operates independently of the European Union but maintains a close 

relationship through various agreements.
 



Objectives and Activities

 📈 Aims to enhance trade relations and economic cooperation among its members 
and with other countries.

 
 🏛 Established free trade agreements with several non-member countries, expanding 

its global trade network.
 
 📊 Focuses on reducing trade barriers and fostering a competitive market 

environment.
 
 🔄 Engages in dialogue and cooperation on issues like environmental protection and 

sustainable development





IR IN NEWS 

● Second martial law impeachment vote looms for S. Korean President .

● Georgia’s political crisis deepens as govt. set to name far-right President





Topic → Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024

● When it comes to the subject of disaster management, it's imperative that we 

stay informed and engaged. 

● The recent passage of the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024 by the 

Lok Sabha has sparked a flurry of discussions. 

● This legislation aims to bolster the disaster management framework in India, 

ostensibly improving how State governments respond to calamities. 

● But amidst the optimism, there are voices of dissent questioning its efficacy and 

intent.
●



Key Features of the Bill

The Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024 introduces several key features that are 
designed to enhance the operational landscape of disaster management in India. Here's a 
closer look:

 Strengthening State Authorities: The Bill explicitly aims to empower State disaster 
management authorities, addressing the challenges 

 
 flagged by various State governments under the Disaster Management Act of 2005.
 
 Clarity and Convergence: One of the primary objectives of this legislation is to bring 

about clarity and convergence among the myriad stakeholders involved in disaster 
management, ensuring a more coordinated approach during emergencies.

 
 Holistic Preparedness: Union Minister Nityanand Rai emphasized that the Bill is crafted 

to enable a more robust response to disasters, asserting that "when a disaster hits, it hits 
the country as a whole



Opposition Concerns and Critiques

As the Bill sailed through the Lok Sabha, it wasn't without its share of criticism. Several 
opposition members raised concerns that warrant careful examination:

 Over-centralization: Critics, including Saugata Roy from the Trinamool Congress, 
argue that the Bill creates a "plethora of organizations" without addressing the 
fundamental issues that plague disaster management, especially in light of the 
pandemic.

 
 Climate Change Neglect: Concerns were raised regarding the omission of climate 

change considerations within the Bill. G.K. Padavi from Congress pointed out that 
failing to include this critical factor undermines the holistic approach needed in 
disaster management.

 
 Terminology Changes: The shift from "compensation" to "relief" was another 

contentious point, with opposition members claiming it reflects a lack of seriousness 
toward the needs of disaster-affected populations.



Future Implications of the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill

As we turn our gaze to the future, the implications of the Disaster Management 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 are both vast and complex. Here are some prospective effects 
and considerations that arise from this legislation:

 Enhanced Preparedness: With a reinforced framework, State governments are 
expected to better anticipate and respond to disasters. This could lead to improved 
resources and training for first responders.

 Collaboration among Stakeholders: The emphasis on clarity and convergence 
could foster stronger collaboration among various stakeholders, including government 
bodies, NGOs, and community groups. This synergy is crucial in times of crisis.

 Potential for Bureaucratic Overload: While the intention is to streamline disaster 
management, critics caution that the creation of numerous organizations might lead to 
bureaucratic inefficiencies. The risk of overlapping roles and responsibilities could 
hamper timely responses.



Conclusion

The passage of the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024 marks a significant 
moment in India's approach to handling disasters. While the Bill aims to strengthen the 
mechanisms for disaster response, it also opens the floor for critical discussions regarding 
its implementation and potential pitfalls. As the country navigates this new legislative 
landscape, continuous engagement with stakeholders and critics will be essential to 
ensure that the Bill achieves its intended goals without compromising on the needs of the 
citizens it aims to protect





Topic - Disease X: 

Understanding Disease X

 🦠 Disease X is a term for a hypothetical infectious disease that could potentially cause a future epidemic or 
pandemic.

 🌍 Utilized by the World Health Organization (WHO), it represents unknown pathogens that may emerge 
and pose a global health threat.

 🔍 The term underscores the necessity for preparedness and research into potential diseases that have not 
yet been identified.

Importance of Disease X

 🧬 Surveillance and rapid response systems are crucial in public health to address Disease X.
 📈 It serves as a reminder of the unpredictability of infectious diseases and the potential for new outbreaks.
 🏥 The concept encourages investment in vaccine development and healthcare infrastructure to combat 

future threats.
 ⚠ Disease X highlights the importance of global collaboration in addressing emerging health challenges.

Summary

Disease X symbolizes a potential future infectious disease that could lead to a global health crisis, emphasizing 
the need for preparedness and research.





Topic --
Delhi's Path to Cleaner Air
Key Strategies for Pollution Control

 🚌 Integrated Transport System:
 Delhi requires an efficient bus-metro transport system to minimize pollution from private 

vehicles.
 The current DTC fleet is outdated and insufficient.

 🚴 Promote Non-Motorized Transport:
 Constructing exclusive cycling and walking lanes can encourage sustainable transport 

options.
 This reduces reliance on cars.

 ☀ Renewable Energy Transition:
 Shift energy supply from coal to renewable sources.
 Subsidize solar rooftops and connect them to the grid.

 🤝 Regional Coordination:
 Collaborate with neighboring regions to tackle cross-border pollution sources.
 This benefits all parties involved.

 
 



 🌬 Public Awareness and Advocacy:
 Citizens should advocate for their right to clean air.
 Hold the government accountable for air quality issues.

 
 🏛 Political Will:

 The main barrier to effective pollution control is the lack of political will.
 Numerous ideas are available but not implemented.

 
 📉 Accountability for Air Quality:

 Continuous poor air quality, especially in winter, demands urgent government action.
 Avoid blame-shifting between authorities.



Summary

Delhi can learn from Beijing's pollution control strategies by:

 Improving public transport.
 Promoting renewable energy.
 Fostering regional cooperation.
 Encouraging public advocacy for clean air.





Topic→ Salar de Uyuni: A Natural Wonder

Overview

 🌍 Salar de Uyuni is the world's largest salt flat.
 
  Located in Uyuni, southern Bolivia.
 
 🧂 Composed mainly of salt crusts, serving as a significant natural resource.
 
 📸 A popular tourist destination known for its unique landscape.
 
 🌞 During the rainy season, the flat creates stunning mirror-like reflections.
 
 🦙 Home to various wildlife, including llamas and flamingos.
 🏞 Part of the Altiplano plateau, featuring high-altitude geography.

Summary: Salar de Uyuni is the largest salt flat in the world, located in southern Bolivia, known for 
its breathtaking landscapes and unique ecological features
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