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Topic → Supreme Court's Stance on West Bengal's OBC Policy
Key Developments

 🏛 Supreme Court's Position: The court emphasized that reservations should 
not be based on religion during a hearing on West Bengal's OBC policy.

 
 ⚖ Appeal by West Bengal: The state challenged a Calcutta High Court ruling 

that categorized the inclusion of certain Muslim communities in the OBC list as 
religious.

 
 📜 High Court's Findings: The selection of 77 Muslim classes as backward was 

seen as an affront to the Muslim community.
 
  Argument by Kapil Sibal: He contended that the inclusion was based on 

backwardness, not religion.
 
 
 
 



 🔍 Consultation Details: The court requested information on consultations 
with the West Bengal Backward Classes Commission before designating 
these communities as OBCs.

 
 📉 Impact of High Court Judgment: Affected five lakh OBC certificates issued 

since 2010, but clarified it would not impact those already employed using 
these certificates.







Topic → Fundamental particles 

Fundamental particles are the building blocks of matter, which include quarks, 
leptons, and gauge bosons. They form the foundation of everything we see around 
us. Here’s a quick breakdown of the different types:

 Quarks: These particles combine to form protons and neutrons. There are six 
types (flavors) of quarks: up, down, charm, strange, top, and bottom.

 Leptons: This group includes electrons and neutrinos. Electrons are vital for 
chemical reactions, while neutrinos are elusive and interact very weakly with 
matter.

 Gauge Bosons: These particles are responsible for mediating the forces 
between fundamental particles. Examples include photons for electromagnetic 
force and gluons for the strong force.







The Enigma of Antimatter

Antimatter is the mysterious counterpart to matter, consisting of antiparticles that 
have the same mass but opposite charge. For instance, the antimatter equivalent of 
an electron is a positron. Some intriguing points about antimatter include:

 Production: Antimatter is not naturally abundant and is produced in minute 
quantities in high-energy processes.

 Applications: Its potential in medical imaging (like PET scans) and theoretical 
propulsion systems (like antimatter engines) is tantalizing.

 Research: The search for antimatter helps scientists understand why our 
universe is dominated by matter rather than antimatter.



Latest Discoveries in Particle Physics

Recent breakthroughs in the field of particle physics continue to unveil the 
mysteries of fundamental particles and antimatter. Noteworthy findings include:

 Quantum Entanglement: A recent study confirmed that quantum 
entanglement persists among top quarks, crucial for understanding the 
interactions within our universe.

 Heaviest Antimatter Observation: A new observation of heavier antimatter 
particles provides valuable data for dark matter research







Topic → Global Drying Trends and Impacts
🌍 Global Drying Trends

 Over three-quarters of the world's land has experienced drier conditions from 1970 to 
2020.

 These conditions are worsening the survival of plant and animal life.

🌡 Climate Change Impact

 Human-caused climate change, deforestation, and water scarcity are turning 
once-fertile lands into deserts.

 There is no return to previous conditions for these lands.
 



🚰 Future Projections

 By the end of the century, nearly five billion people could be affected by drying 
conditions.

 This is a significant increase from a quarter of the global population today.

🌾 Agricultural Risks

 Drier land threatens farming productivity.
 This leads to food insecurity and reduced availability of food for livestock.



🌊 Migration Concerns

 Increased aridity is causing more migration.
 Erratic rainfall and land degradation hinder economic development in affected regions.

💰 Funding Disputes

 Negotiations at the UN summit focus on whether wealthy nations should fund global drought 
responses.

 This includes better forecasting and water management systems.

📅 Ongoing Discussions

 The UN summit in Riyadh is addressing urgent strategies to combat droughts and land 
degradation.

 Talks are set to conclude on Friday.

Summary: A UN report highlights the alarming trend of global land drying due to climate change, 
threatening ecosystems, agriculture, and human populations, while nations discuss funding and 
strategies to combat these issues.







Topic → Food insecurity and energy poverty. 
The World Bank recently highlighted that tackling these two intertwined crises is 
crucial for achieving global stability. 
The Interconnected Crises of Food and Energy Security
The Current State of Food Production
Food production is facing a perfect storm. Climate change, population growth, and 
inequality are all putting immense pressure on our food systems. 



Climate Change and Agriculture

Agriculture is a significant energy consumer, and it’s also a major contributor to climate 
change. It’s a double-edged sword. 

As temperatures rise and weather patterns become more erratic, agricultural output is 
disrupted, putting the livelihoods of billions at risk.

Geopolitical Tensions in Energy Supply

On the energy front, geopolitical tensions and outdated infrastructure are making things 
even messier. Countries are scrambling to secure their energy supplies, often at the 
expense of global stability.

Dependency on Carbon-Intensive Energy



Agriculture's Heavy Footprint

agriculture consumes nearly 70% of the world’s freshwater resources and is responsible for over 
20% of greenhouse gas emissions 

That’s a hefty price to pay for our food. The reliance on fossil fuels for everything from 
mechanization to transportation creates a vicious cycle of environmental degradation.

The Vicious Cycle of Energy Price Shocks

This dependency also makes food systems vulnerable to energy price shocks. When energy 
prices spike, food prices follow suit, and that’s a recipe for disaster.

The Impact of Energy Poverty

Energy poverty is a stark reality for many low-income countries. They account for a tiny fraction of 
global energy demand but suffer disproportionately from supply disruptions. It’s like being stuck in 
a traffic jam while everyone else zooms by.



The Struggles of Low-Income Countries

In rural areas, energy deficits hinder agricultural productivity, leading to higher food prices 
and deepening poverty.

 For instance, in sub-Saharan Africa, fertilizer usage is far below the global average, 
contributing to food insecurity.

Renewable Energy: A Path Forward?

The Uneven Deployment of Renewables

Renewable energy investments are on the rise, but the deployment is uneven. 
High-income countries installed 83% of new renewable capacity in 2022, leaving 
low-income nations in the dust.



The Promise of Solar and Biomass

While solar-powered irrigation and biomass energy solutions could revolutionize 
agriculture, high costs and inadequate infrastructure limit their reach. It’s like having 
a shiny new toy but not being able to play with it.

Competing Demands on Agriculture

Agriculture is being asked to do double duty—feeding a growing population while 
also supporting the global energy transition through biofuels. This often pits food 
security against energy needs, raising ethical questions about priorities.



The Economic Burden of Food Insecurity

The financial costs of addressing food and energy insecurity are substantial but achievable. 
The World Food Security Outlook estimates that ensuring basic caloric needs for vulnerable 
populations will require $90 billion annually until 2030.

The Need for Inclusivity in Solutions

Despite record investments in renewables, fossil fuel expansions continue. Every delay 
compounds the human, environmental, and economic costs. Clean energy solutions must 
address structural barriers to inclusivity, ensuring that vulnerable communities are not left 
behind.

Conclusion

The twin crises of food and energy insecurity are challenging global priorities. The solutions are 
within reach, but they require a fundamental shift in perspective. Agriculture must be 
reimagined as both a source of sustenance and a cornerstone of sustainable development. The 
clock is ticking—will the world rise to meet the moment?





Topic → Right to Disconnect in India: An Overview
Key Aspects of Workplace Rights in India

  Lack of Specific Laws: India does not have specific laws that recognize the right to 
disconnect from work.

 📜 Constitutional Mandates: The Indian Constitution and Directive Principles emphasize 
the right to work in a conducive and healthy environment.

Article 38 of the Constitution mandates that “the State shall strive to promote the welfare of the 
people”. Article 39(e) of the Directive Principles of State Policy directs the state to direct its policy 
towards securing the strength and health of its workers. The Supreme Court, in Vishakha v State 
of Rajasthan (1997), ruled that sexual harassment at the workplace violates fundamental rights, 
recognised the right to dignity at the workplace, and issued guidelines to ensure that there is a 
safe working environment for women and gender equality. In Ravindra Kumar Dhariwal and Ors 
v. Union of India (2021), the Court read Article 14 to include ideas of inclusive equality to 
reasonably accommodate persons with disabilities



 ⚖ Supreme Court Rulings: The Supreme Court has ruled that sexual 
harassment at the workplace violates fundamental rights and has issued 
guidelines for a safe working environment.

 ♿ Inclusive Equality: The Court has recognized the need for inclusive 
equality, accommodating individuals with disabilities in the workplace.

 🛑 Workplace Dignity: Judicial pronouncements highlight the importance of 
dignity at work, yet violations of this right remain common in Indian workplaces.

 🧠 Mental Health Sensitivity: Employers are directed to be sensitive to mental 
health concerns, but accountability for breaches of working hours is still lacking.

 🚫 Common Violations: Despite legal frameworks, violations of dignity and 
mental health concerns are prevalent in Indian workplaces.

Summary: India lacks specific laws for the right to disconnect from work, but judicial 
rulings emphasize workplace dignity and mental health, despite ongoing violations





Topic → The Need for a New Merchant Shipping Bill
Why a New Bill?

 Outdated legislation: The Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 and Coasting Vessels 
Act, 1838 no longer meet contemporary needs. 📜

 Regulatory gaps: Significant issues in offshore sector regulation, with nearly 
50% of Indian-flagged vessels affected. ⚓

 Lack of training framework: Absence of legal structure to effectively regulate 
private sector participation in maritime training. 🏫

 Seafarers' welfare: Current provisions limit welfare to Indian-flagged ships, 
neglecting 85% of Indian seafarers on foreign-flagged vessels. 🚢

 International compliance: Existing Acts lack provisions for implementing 
international conventions India has signed. 🌍

 Modernization issues: The current Act hinders transition to a 
regulator-facilitator model for better business ease. ⚙

 



Key Features of the Merchant Shipping Bill

 Ease of Registration:
 Ownership threshold reduced from 100% to 51% for Indian citizens/entities. 🏢
 Allows LLPs, NRIs, and OCIs to own Indian vessels.
 Foreign entities permitted to hold shares, ensuring majority ownership remains 

with Indians. 🌏
 Temporary registration for vessels destined for demolition to support ship 

recycling. ♻
 Enlarged Scope of Vessels:

 Expands definitions to include a wide range of vessels (submersibles, barges, 
etc.) for better oversight. 🚤

 Addresses operational and safety risks in the offshore sector. ⚠
 Enhances coastal security by regulating all types of vessels post-26/11 Mumbai 

attacks. 🔒



Indian Government's Initiatives to Combat Marine Pollution
Key Measures and Initiatives

 🌊 The Indian Government is actively working to reduce marine pollution from 
shipping activities.

 ⚓ Key measures include reducing the sulphur content in marine fuel from 3.5% to 
below 0.5%.

 🚫 A ban on single-use plastics has been enforced on Indian ships.
 🗑 The 'Swachh Sagar' online portal has been launched for the proper disposal of 

ship-generated waste at Indian ports.
 🌍 The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has established conventions to 

combat marine pollution, including MARPOL and the Bunker Convention.
 📜 A new Bill has been introduced to fully incorporate these international conventions 

into Indian law.
 🌱 This initiative aligns India’s maritime regulations with global standards, promoting 

sustainable shipping practices.



Provisions for Seafarers and Maritime Training
Overview

 Growth of Indian Seafarers:
 Increased from 116,000 (2015-16) to 285,000 today.
 85% serve on foreign-flagged vessels.

 Lack of Welfare Provisions:
 Existing Act does not address welfare and safety.
 Proposed Bill aims to extend welfare measures to Indian seafarers on foreign 

vessels.

Importance of Maritime Training

 Government Responsibility:
 Education and training of mercantile marine under Union Government.

 Regulatory Gaps:
 Historically government-run institutions, now private sector involvement.
 Over 160 maritime training institutes lack proper oversight



Coastal Shipping 
Key Highlights

 🚢 Coastal Shipping Focus: Separation of technical ship regulations from commercial use to streamline 

the regulatory framework.

 📜 Coastal Shipping Bill, 2024: Incorporates licensing, permissions, and coastal planning to enhance 

operations.

 🌊 Sagarmala Program: Aligns with initiatives to promote coastal shipping through dedicated berths 

and improved connectivity.

 🏗 Infrastructure Development: Calls for simultaneous infrastructure and regulatory improvements.

 🤝 Bipartisan Support: Advocates for initiatives that transcend party politics for effective 

implementation.

 💼 Investment and Safety: Aims to attract investment, enhance safety, combat pollution, and support 

seafarer welfare.

 🔓 Unlocking Potential: Designed to unlock the full potential of India’s maritime sector.





Topic → Los Escobazos:

● This festival is based on an old pastoral tradition, when shepherds returned 

from the mountain to the village to celebrate the Immaculate Conception 

procession, lighting up their path with blazing brooms which they would put 

out by beating and spiritedly hitting each other, when they got to Jarandilla. 
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