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Q. Lake Turkana has often been in news on account of being on the World 
Heritage List of Danger since 2018 due to fear of heavier rains over Lake 
Turkana’s river inflows, induced by climate change which would raise water 
levels in the lake itself and increase the likelihood of severe flooding. The 
Lake Turkana is located in the which among the following Country. (DTE)

A) Brazil

B) Kenya

C) Tanzania

D) Mozambique





Topic → The Spot-billed Pelican

Introduction

 The Spot-billed Pelican, characterized by its striking appearance, is 
predominantly found in freshwater and coastal habitats across Asia.

 
 This species is essential for maintaining fish populations and contributing to 

the overall health of aquatic ecosystems.
Physical Characteristics and Behavior

The Spot-billed Pelican is easily recognizable due to its unique features:

 Distinctive Bill: The large bill has a prominent spot, which is particularly 
noticeable during the breeding season.

 Size: Adult pelicans can reach up to 1.8 meters in wingspan, making them one 
of the larger pelican species.

 



 Feeding Habits:
 Primarily piscivorous, they consume a variety of fish, often hunting in 

groups to maximize efficiency.
 
 Known for their cooperative hunting techniques, pelicans can drive fish 

towards shallower waters.



Breeding and Nesting

The breeding season of the Spot-billed Pelican is a time of great activity:

 Timing: Breeding typically occurs between November and March.
 Nesting Sites: Preferred nesting locations include river islands and lakes, where 

they can build nests from vegetation.
 Community Involvement: Local communities participate in protecting nesting 

sites, ensuring that these birds can thrive.

Based on these threats the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of 
Nature) has categorised them under the “Near Threatened” category. In the 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 they are found in Schedule IV (Hunting 
prohibited)





Topic → India-France Museum Collaboration

  India and France have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for a new National 
Museum project.

 🖼 The museum, named "Yuga Yugeen Bharat," will be modeled after the Louvre in Paris.
 🌍 Once completed, it is set to become the largest museum in the world.
 🤝 The agreement was signed by Herve Barbaret (France Museums) and B.R. Mani 

(National Museum of India).
 🎨 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar emphasized the cultural collaboration and soft 

power aspect of the project.
 🌐 The project reflects the strategic partnership between India and France in a multi-polar 

world.
 🏛 The museum will utilize adaptive reuse techniques, leveraging France's expertise in similar 

projects.

Summary: India and France have signed an MoU to develop the "Yuga Yugeen Bharat" museum, 
inspired by the Louvre, which will be the largest in the world, highlighting cultural collaboration and 
strategic partnership





Topic → Dissanayake's Diplomatic Debut: Repercussions of His India 
Visit
The Ceremonial Welcome

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake's first overseas visit was nothing short of 
spectacular. 

The ceremonial red carpet welcome extended by Indian President Droupadi 
Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi symbolized not only the warmth of 
bilateral relations but also the strategic importance of this meeting.

 The visit marks a pivotal moment for Sri Lanka's foreign policy.
 
 Dissanayake's reception reflects India's commitment to fostering strong ties 

with its southern neighbor.
 
 This visit comes after a tumultuous period in Sri Lanka's political landscape.



Joint Statement Analysis

The joint statement issued on December 16, 2024, titled "Fostering 
Partnerships for a Shared Future," contained 34 points encompassing various 
aspects of political, economic, and strategic cooperation. 

However, it notably lacked references to the long-pending political solution for the 
Tamil community.

 The absence of Tamil aspirations in the joint statement raises concerns.
 Modi’s remarks hinted at the need for the Sri Lankan government to address 

Tamil rights.
 The statement focused on infrastructure projects rather than political 

reconciliation.



Political Landscape in Sri Lanka

Dissanayake's government comes at a crucial juncture, with promises to hold 
provincial elections and amend the constitution. 

However, his administration has yet to articulate a coherent vision for addressing the 
Tamil community's needs.

 The NPP's manifesto pledges to restore provincial councils.
 
 Dissanayake has avoided the term "13th Amendment" due to its historical 

baggage.
 
 There are calls for a clear political solution to ongoing grievances.



Geopolitical Shifts

Sri Lanka's geopolitical landscape is evolving, with India increasingly focusing on 
countering Chinese influence in the region. 

Dissanayake's visit signals a shift in priorities and a renewed interest in 
strengthening ties with India.

 The Tamil question is becoming less of a diplomatic leverage for India.
 
 Sri Lanka is navigating its relations between India and China with caution.
 
 The recent electoral mandate gives Dissanayake leverage to redefine Sri 

Lanka's political future.





Topic → The Folkestone White Horse
Overview

 🐴 The Folkestone White Horse is a hill figure carved into Cheriton Hill, located in 
Folkestone, Kent, South East England.

 🌍 It overlooks the English terminal of the Channel Tunnel and was completed in 
June 2003.

 🎉 Designed as a Millennium Landmark, it aims to aid in the regeneration of the 
Folkestone area.



Design and Inspiration

 🎨 The design was created by local artist Charlie Newington, inspired by a nearby Iron 
Age fort and the White Horse of Uffington.

 
 🏞 It is the first official hill figure in Folkestone, although there is a chalk area on 

Summerhouse Hill resembling an elephant's head, known as the Folkestone Elephant.
 
 ⏳ The design reflects historical influences dating back three millennia.

Significance

 📍 The location is significant for its proximity to the Channel Tunnel, enhancing its 
visibility and importance.
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