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● Topic →The Indira GANDHI PRIZE
● .Award Recipients: The Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament, and 

Development for 2023 was awarded to Daniel Barenboim and Ali Abu Awwad.
●  Barenboim's Contribution: Daniel Barenboim was recognized for promoting 

peace through musical and cultural dialogue initiatives.
●  Awwad's Advocacy: Ali Abu Awwad was honored for his advocacy for dialogue 

through his organization, Roots, which he founded after his imprisonment.
●  Personal Story: Awwad shared his experience of being imprisoned in Israel in 

1990 during a 17-day hunger strike with his mother.
●  Message of Humanity: Awwad emphasized the importance of recognizing each 

other's humanity, even amidst conflict, and chose not to seek revenge after his 
brother's death.
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●  Non-Violent Struggle: He articulated that the Palestinian struggle for 

non-violence must resonate with Jewish hearts rather than through violence.

●  Virtual Event: The award ceremony was conducted in a virtual format, with 

remarks from Shivshankar Menon highlighting the exemplary nature of the 

recipients' initiatives.

● Summary: The 2023 Indira Gandhi Prize was awarded to Daniel Barenboim 

and Ali Abu Awwad for their efforts in promoting peace and dialogue amidst 

conflict.
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  Topic --GLOF
 Imminent Threat: The Teesta Valley has only six months before the 2025 

monsoon, which could worsen the damage from the October 2023 glacial lake 

outburst flood (GLOF).

 

  Casualties and Damage: The 2023 GLOF and subsequent dam breach by NHPC, 

Ltd. resulted in over a hundred fatalities, disrupted livelihoods, and caused 

significant ecological and infrastructural damage in Sikkim and West Bengal.

 

  Governmental Disconnection: The governments of Sikkim and West Bengal are 

reportedly working independently, focusing only on their own regions rather than 

addressing the issue as a collective landscape problem.

 

 
 

saurabh pandey upsc



saurabh pandey upsc



  Urgent Action Needed: A memorandum from community organizations 

emphasizes the need for immediate structural and non-structural mitigation 

measures in the Teesta Valley to reduce future flood impacts.

 

  Call to Leadership: The memorandum was sent to key political leaders, including 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the Chief Ministers of Sikkim and West Bengal, 

highlighting the urgency of the situation.saurabh pandey upsc



  Community Involvement: The memorandum is supported by 290 citizens 
advocating for awareness and action against landslides in the 
Darjeeling-Sikkim Himalaya region.

 
  Need for Central Support: The organizations stress that central government 

assistance is crucial due to the scale and complexity of the issues at hand, 
which cannot be managed solely at the state leveL.

 
 🌧 Inadequate Response: The State and Central authorities have not 

adequately addressed the GLOF disaster, particularly in long-term 
rehabilitation efforts.

 
 🌊 Teesta River Threats: The Teesta River poses significant risks to Sikkim 

and West Bengal during the monsoon season, necessitating a 
landscape-level disaster approach.

 
 
 
 

saurabh pandey upsc



 🤝 Joint Committee Proposal: A proposed Sikkim-West Bengal joint 
committee could facilitate coordinated disaster management strategies for 
mutual benefit.

 🛠 Expert Task Force: A task force of experts in various fields is suggested to 
create a comprehensive action plan for addressing GLOF challenges.

 
 
 
 🏚 Displacement Issues: 65 families in Teesta Valley are displaced due to GLOF-induced floods, facing economic instability and 

mental distress.
 
 🚧 Infrastructure Vulnerability: The NH10 highway remains unstable during monsoon seasons, affecting transport and community 

infrastructure.
 📉 Economic Impact: The vulnerabilities exposed during the monsoon seasons have led to a decline in tourist traffic, negatively 

impacting the economies of Sikkim and Darjeeling.
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 🌊 Sustainable Engineering Solutions: Mr. Rao and Mr. Rai proposed engineering methods to 
protect low-lying areas from river overflow and to re-channel the Teesta River to mitigate damage.

 
 🛠 Infrastructure Repair: Emphasis was placed on repairing and strengthening damaged roads and 

bridges to facilitate economic activity and disaster relief.
 
 
 ⚡ Emergency Preparedness: Reinforcement of evacuation centers and relief camps with backup 

solar power was recommended to ensure functionality during emergencies.
 
 🏘 Land-Use Planning: The importance of land-use planning and zoning was highlighted, 

particularly for designating high-risk areas for potential evacuation and resettlement.

  Early Warning Systems: The installation of automated flood early warning systems and backup 
communication methods was deemed essential for effective emergency response.
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  Community Resilience: Awareness campaigns and risk management strategies were suggested to 
enhance community resilience and capacity during disasters.

 
  Ecosystem Restoration: An aggressive afforestation program was recommended to restore the 

valley’s ecosystem, prevent soil erosion, and regulate river flow
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  Topic → El Cajas National Park
 

 🌄 El Cajas National Park is located in Cuenca, Ecuador.
 
 🌿 The park is known for its diverse ecosystems, including paramo and cloud forests.
 
 🦋 It is home to a variety of wildlife, including endemic species.
 
 🥾 The park offers numerous hiking trails for visitors to explore its natural beauty.
 
 💧 El Cajas features over 200 lakes, making it a unique landscape.
 
 🌡 The climate in the park is characterized by cool temperatures and high humidity.
 
 🏞 It is a popular destination for both locals and tourists seeking outdoor activities.

Summary: El Cajas National Park in Cuenca, Ecuador, is renowned for its diverse 
ecosystems, abundant wildlife, and numerous hiking trails
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 Topic → Tackling CBAM
 
 🌍 Protectionism Threatens Collaboration: Protectionist measures hinder 

cooperation between developed and developing nations in tackling climate 
change.

 
 ⚖ EU-CBAM Criticism: India's criticism of the EU's Carbon Border 

Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) highlights concerns over its arbitrary nature 
and potential discrimination against developing countries.

 
 📊 Impact on Trade: The CBAM could significantly affect India's international 

trade, as 25.7% of its exports to the EU are impacted, particularly in iron, 
steel, aluminium, cement, and fertilizers.
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 📅 Implementation Timeline: The definitive phase of the CBAM is set to be 
implemented on January 1, 2026, raising urgency for affected nations to 
respond.

 
 🤝 Call for Coordinated Response: India urges developing countries to unite 

against what it perceives as an unjust transfer of climate responsibilities due 
to CBAM.
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 🌐 Diverse Perspectives Among Developing Nations: Not all developing 
countries share India's views or economic goals, leading to varied perceptions 
of the CBAM's implications.

 
 📉 Challenges at COP29: Under-prepared arguments at COP29 could 

weaken India's position as a representative of the Global South in climate 
discussions

 🌍 Alignment with Developing Countries: India should align its arguments with 
those of other developing nations to establish itself as a leader in climate 
discussions.

 ⏳ Preparation Time for CBAM: The EU set ambitious GHG emission 
reduction targets, raising questions about whether the CBAM allows sufficient 
time for developing economies to adapt.
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 💰 Revenue Sharing from CBAM: The EU plans to retain revenues from CBAM, 
estimated at €5 to €14 billion annually, prompting concerns about the fairness 
of not sharing these funds with non-EU trading partners.

 
 ⚖ Equity-based Accounting (EBA): India can propose EBA for emission 

reduction responsibilities, promoting a fairer distribution of obligations based on 
economic and historical contexts among trade partners.

 
 📊 Tariff Calculation Formula: A proposed formula for calculating tariffs on EU 

imports could consider factors like GDP, emissions, and trade benefits, allowing 
developing countries to better navigate the new rules.

 
 ⚖ Common but Differentiated Responsibilities: The CBAM framework 

undermines the principle of Common but Differentiated Responsibilities, failing 
to equitably assign emission responsibilities based on historical contributions.
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 🚨 EU's Climate Leadership Intimidation: The EU's approach through CBAM 

may be seen as an attempt to pressure non-EU nations into conforming to its 
climate leadership narrative.

Summary: India must advocate for equitable climate policies and revenue sharing 
in the context of the EU's CBAM to support developing nationssaurabh pandey upsc
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 Topic → Revised Nuclear Doctrine
 

 🛡 Revised Nuclear Doctrine: President Putin signed a new nuclear doctrine 
stating that any conventional attack on Russia supported by a nuclear power will 
be considered a joint attack.

 
 📅 Significant Timing: The signing coincides with the 1,000th day since the 

invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022.
 
 🎯 Response to U.S. Actions: The doctrine follows President Biden's decision to 

allow Ukraine to strike targets in Russia with U.S.-supplied longer-range missiles.
 
 ⚠ Nuclear Response Conditions: The updated doctrine indicates that a massive 

aerial attack on Russia could trigger a nuclear response, emphasizing Russia's 
readiness to use its nuclear arsenal.
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 🔄 Broad Interpretation: The doctrine allows for a broad interpretation of what 
constitutes a "critical threat" to Russia's sovereignty, potentially justifying nuclear 
responses.

 
 🌍 Coalition Aggression: An attack by a non-nuclear power with support from a 

nuclear power is viewed as a joint aggression, particularly referencing NATO.
 
 ✈ Detailed Use of Nuclear Weapons: The updated doctrine specifies conditions 

under which nuclear weapons could be used, particularly in response to massive 
air attacks involving various types of aerial vehicles.

Summary: Putin's revised nuclear doctrine asserts that any conventional attack on 
Russia, especially with nuclear support, will be treated as a joint aggression, 
emphasizing a readiness to use nuclear weapons in response to perceived threats
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 Topic -> Second Baltic Sea telecom cable damaged
 
  Sweden is investigating a damaged undersea telecommunications cable 

linking Lithuania and Sweden.
 
 📅 The investigation was announced a day after a cable connecting Finland and 

Germany was reported cut, which Berlin deems as “sabotage.”
 
 🔍 Minister for Civil Defence, Carl-Oskar Bohlin, emphasized the importance of 

understanding the reasons behind the two non-functional cables in the Baltic Sea.
 
 🌊 The damaged "Arelion" submarine cable has been out of service, 
 
 🌐 Internet traffic has been rerouted to alternative international connections due to 

the cable damage.
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●  Finnish operator Cinia reported the cutting of a cable between Helsinki 
and Rostock, prompting investigations by Germany and Finland.

● ⚠ Both Germany and Finland have raised concerns about the potential 
threat of “hybrid warfare” following these incidents.

● The “Arelion” submarine cable between the Swedish island of Gotland and 
Lithuania
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