
Topics

○ Interim Bail
○ Model code of conduct
○ Freshwater beyond EEZ
○ Alphafold 3
○ Palestine as UN Membership

○ Essay topic
By saurabh Pandey 



Target Mains -2024/25
“‘Free from all thoughts of ‘I’ and ‘mine’, man finds 
absolute peace.’”

"'मैं' और 'मेरा' के सभी वचारों से मुक्त होकर, मनुष्य को पूणर्ण शांत 
मलती है।''

Connect with sir
9057921649

send your answer - Saurabh pandey upsc telegram 
channel





Interim Bail

● It is basically for a short duration and before the hearing or final disposal of 
regular or anticipatory bail application. 

● Interim bail is important as when application for regular or anticipatory 
bail goes to court, certain documents are required like charge sheet or case 
diary etc. 

● So, that they can judiciously decide the application. 



● But this process requires time and the accused has to remain in legal 

custody until the court gets the documents and can decide the bail 

application. 

● But according to interim bail, an accused can apply for it to avoid jail till 

court gets the documents etc. 

● Thus, interim bail is a temporary bail for a shorter time period during 

which the court can call the documents to make a final decision on the 

regular or anticipatory bail application.





Model code of conduct

● free and fair elections are a part of the basic structure of the Constitution. 

● Article 324 confers on the Election Commission, plenary powers to enable 

it to ensure a free and fair election. 

● In Election Commission of India vs State of Tamil Nadu and Others (1993), 

the Supreme Court of India restates the role and powers of the Commission 

in the following words: “The ECI is a high constitutional authority charged 

with the function and the duty of ensuring free and fair elections and of the 

purity of the electoral process.



Key Provisions of Model code of conduct

● The key provisions of the code are: no party or candidate shall indulge in any 

activity which may aggravate existing differences or create communal hatred 

or cause tension between different castes, communities — religious or 

linguistic; criticism of other political parties shall be con�ned to their policies 

and programs.

● No unverified allegations or distortions against other parties shall be allowed; 

there shall be no appeal to cast or communal feelings for securing votes; no 

party or its candidate shall indulge in corrupt practices or commit o�ences 

under the election law.



Enforcement 

● It is common knowledge that the model code of conduct is not legally enforceable. 

● So, it is not possible to seek any relief from the court for violation of the code. 

● The only way open to the aggrieved party is to complain to the Commission and seek 

its intervention. 

● It must be noted here that neither The Representation of the People Act nor The 

Conduct of Election Rules makes any provision for the model code of conduct. 



● However, the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order brought 
out by the ECI in 1968 makes a provision to deal with the violation of the 
Model Code of Conduct. 

● The Symbols order was issued in exercise of the powers conferred by 
Article 324. 

● Paragraph 16A of the Symbols order says that in case of violation of the 
model code of conduct or other direction or orders of the Commission, it 
can suspend the recognition of a party, or, in an extreme case, even 
withdraw its recognition. 

● Suspension or withdrawal of recognition of a party will deprive it of the 
symbol reserved for it.



●  The Representation of People Act 1951, has made any appeal in the name 

of any religion a corrupt practice which will invalidate an election.

● The Constitution or the election law does not prescribe any punishment for 

violating the oath by Ministers. Section 125 of the Representation of People 

Act 1951, provides for a three-year sentence as maximum punishment for 

promoting feelings of enmity or hatred between different classes of citizens 

on the ground of religion. 

● Members of the Council of Ministers of the Union as well as the States are 

holding high constitutional office and are oath bound to do right to all 

without ill will towards anyone.





Freshwater beyond EEZ

● Statistics show that the total volume of water on earth is estimated at 1.386 
billion km3 , where 97.5% is salt water and 2.5% freshwater. 

● Out of this freshwater, only 0.3% is in liquid form on the surface, which means 
that the rest of the freshwater is underground, including on or under the 
ocean bed.



●  a river under the sea was discovered at the bottom of the Black Sea.

●  This river appears to be over a 100 feet deep and has a flow rate of about four 

miles per hour; about 22,000 cubic meters of water passes through this 

particular channel.

●  It would count among one of the largest rivers in the world when compared to 

land-based rivers,



● Considering that freshwater is a depleting resource, countries will begin 
exploring for and exploiting freshwater from above or under their ocean bed, 
within their maritime zones.

●  Eventually, countries will expand exploration beyond their Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ), into what is commonly known as the “Area”, which is 
covered under Part XI of the United Nations Law of the Sea Convention, 1982 
(UNCLOS). 

● The “Area” under UNCLOS is de�ned as the seabed and ocean �oor and 
subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and is referred to as 
the common heritage of mankind.



UNCLOS

● UNCLOS is known as a single comprehensive text covering the constitution and the 

governance of the oceans, it is interesting to know that the Convention on the Territorial Sea 

and the Contiguous Zone, the Convention on the High Seas, the Convention on Fishing and 

Conservation of the Living Resources of the High Seas and the Convention on the 

Continental Shelf (Geneva Conventions on the Law of the Sea, 1958) cover most of the issues 

as UNCLOS and these Geneva conventions are mostly platformed over customary 

international law. 

● To complicate matters further, Article 311 of UNCLOS states that this Convention shall 

prevail as between states parties, over the Geneva Conventions on the Law of the Sea, 1958. 



● Hence, not only is UNCLOS not applicable to these non-signatory states but 

also these countries do not recognise the doctrine of Exclusive Economic Zone 

(200 nm) or the “Area” (beyond 200 nm).

● Exploration and exploitation of the “Area” under UNCLOS is limited to the 

term “resources”, which is defined as all solid, liquid or gaseous mineral 

resources in situ in the Area at or beneath the seabed, including polymetallic 

nodules — and resources when recovered from the Area are referred to as 

“minerals”.





Alphafold 3

● proteins are long chains of amino-acid residues that fold into specific shapes. 

● Properly folded proteins function normally whereas misfolded ones can lead 

to debilitating diseases. 

● Since these chains are quite long, a given protein can actually fold into one of a 

very large number of shapes — yet it makes a beeline for a speci�c shape 

while avoiding all the others.



●  Google subsidiary named DeepMind developed a purpose-built AI tool to 

predict the shapes into which different proteins could fold, called AlphaFold. 

● Many scientists and technologists acknowledge that these two deeplearning 

systems have transformed human awareness of protein structures, a feat the 

machines demonstrated in the biennial Critical Assessment of Protein 

Structure Prediction contest. Recently, DeepMind launched AlphaFold 3, which 

can reportedly predict the shapes with nearly 80% accuracy as well as model 

DNA, RNA, ligands, and modi�cations to them. 



● As with the �first two Alpha Folds, no. 3 is great for being able to elucidate the 

folded proteinsʼ structures in seconds rather than the years humans have 

required with advanced microscopic techniques.

● machines can predict protein structures with relatively high accuracy but they 

cannot say why they are folded that way; this is still the task of human 

scientists. How the AlphaFolds will catalyse drug discovery is also unclear. 





Palestine as UN Membership
● India voted in favour of a draft UN General Assembly resolution that said Palestine is 

quali�ed and should be admitted as full member of the United Nations and 

recommended that the Security Council “reconsider” the matter “favourably”.

● The 193-member General Assembly met in the morning for an emergency special 

session where the Arab Group resolution ʻAdmission of new Members to the United 

Nations ,̓ in support of the State of Palestine full membership in the UN, was 

presented by the UAE



● The resolution determined that “the State of Palestine is qualified for 

membership in the United Nations” in accordance with Article 4 of the Charter 

of the UN and “should therefore be admitted to membership in the United 

Nations”. 

● It recommended that the Security Council “reconsider the matter favourably, 

in the light of this determination”. 

● India was the �first non Arab State to recognise the Palestine Liberation 

Organisation as the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian 

people in 1974..



● India was also one of the �first countries to recognise the State of Palestine in 

1988 and in 1996, Delhi opened its Representative Office to the Palestine 

Authority in Gaza, which was later shifted to Ramallah in 2003.



Benefits of UN MEMBERS

 the right to be seated among member states in alphabetical order; the right to 
make statements on behalf of a group, including among representatives of major 
groups; 

the right of members of the delegation of the State of Palestine to be elected as 
officers in the plenary and the Main Committees of the General Assembly and the 
right to full and effective participation in UN conferences and international 
conferences and meetings convened under the auspices of the General Assembly. 

Palestine, in its capacity as an observer state, does not have the right to vote in the 
General Assembly or to put forward its candidature to UN organs.



How does a country become a Member of the United Nations?
● Membership in the Organization, in accordance with the Charter of the 

United Nations, “is open to all peace-loving States that accept the 

obligations contained in the United Nations Charter and, in the judgment of 

the Organization, are able to carry out these obligations”.

●  States are admitted to membership in the United Nations by a decision of 

the General Assembly upon the recommendation of the Security Council.



The procedure is briefly as follows:

● The State submits an application to the Secretary-General and a letter formally stating that 
it accepts the obligations under the Charter.

● The Security Council considers the application. Any recommendation for admission must 
receive the affirmative votes of 9 of the 15 members of the Council, provided that none of 
its five permanent members — China, France, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America — have voted against 
the application.

● If the Council recommends admission, the recommendation is presented to the General 
Assembly for consideration. A two-thirds majority vote is necessary in the Assembly for 
admission of a new State.

● Membership becomes effective the date the resolution for admission is adopted.
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