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..What is hepatitis? 
“Hepatitis is an inflammation of the liver that is caused by a variety of
infectious viruses and non-infectious agents leading to a range of health
problems, some of which can be fatal,” 
 There are five main strains of the hepatitis virus, referred to as types A, B, C,
D and E. While they all cause liver disease, they differ in important ways
including modes of transmission, severity of the illness and geographical
distribution.
 In particular, types B and C lead to chronic disease and together are the
most common cause of liver cirrhosis, liver cancer and viral hepatitis-related
deaths. An estimated 354 million people worldwide live with hepatitis B or C,
and for most, treatment remains beyond reach, according to the WHO.
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What is the law related to disclosure? 
The requirement that prospective candidates will have to disclose
their criminal antecedents, if any, their educational qualifications and
their assets and liabilities, including those of their spouses and
dependants, arose from a landmark Supreme Court judgment on May 2,
2002. 
The court ruled that the voters’ right to information in a democracy is
part of the citizens’ right to express their opinion through their vote.
 In June 2022, the ECI issued the rules to give effect to the judgment. 
However, the Central government of the day sought to curtail the
scope of these disclosures by an ordinance amending the
Representation of the People Act, 1951, in August 2002. Later, it was
replaced by an Act.

LAW OF DISCLOSURE
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The amendments introduced Sections 33A (concerning
disclosure of pending criminal cases), Section 33B (which
effectively nullified the ECI’s notification by saying no
disclosure other than those prescribed in the Act is required)
and Section 125A (penalty for failure to disclose or false
disclosure). 
The Ordinance and, thereafter, the amending Act were
challenged in court. 
The Supreme Court on March 13, 2003, struck down Section
33B and restored the disclosure requirements regarding assets
and liabilities and educational qualifications.
 The ECI issued revised instructions and the format for
disclosure based on the judgment.
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What are the consequences of any omission?
 Section 125A of the RPA, 1951, prescribes a six-month prison term, or a
fine, or both, for any candidate’s failure to disclose the required
information, or giving false information or concealing such information.
Besides this provision for prosecution, any omission or false information
could be a ground to challenge a candidate’s election in the High Court.
 Among the grounds available to a court to invalidate an election, two are
relevant here. 
Under Section 100, an election can be declared void if there is “improper
acceptance of any nomination” or “any non-compliance with the
provisions of the Constitution or of this Act or of any rules or orders made
under this Act.” 
It is possible for an unsuccessful candidate to question the acceptance of
the nomination of the ultimate winner on the ground of concealment or
furnishing of false information, as well as raise the possible violation of
any of the statutory disclosure requirements.
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What is the takeaway from the verdict? 
Rejecting the contention that the voter’s right to know all
particulars is absolute, the Supreme Court said there was no
need for a candidate to lay bare his entire life to the
electorate.
 It is not necessary to declare every item of moveable
property, unless it is of such value as to be sizeable in itself,
or will reflect upon his lifestyle and thus be of interest to
the voter. 
However, the court cautioned that there cannot be a
straitjacket rule on this, and what omission is of a
substantial character or will affect the outcome will depend
on the facts of each case.
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Concurrent occurrences of heatwaves and extreme
short-term sea level rise at the same coastal locations
significantly increased between 1998 and 2017 when
compared to the preceding twenty years.
A so-called ‘concurrent heatwave and extreme sea level’
(CHWESL) event is when a heatwave and an extreme
short-term sea level rise occur at the same coastal
location over the same time period. 
This can pose a serious threat to coastal communities. 

Sea Level Rise



China said on it is offering security assistance to Tonga
for a Pacific islands summit.
found a significant association between heatwave
intensity and the probability of a CHWESL event
occurring, with a 1% increase in heatwave intensity
associated with an approximately 2% increase in the
probability of a CHWESL event occurring.
global coastal areas could experience on average 38
days of CHWESL conditions each year between 2025
and 2049, an increase of 31 days compared to the
historical period of 1989-2013. 
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The authors conclude that CHWESL events could pose a
significant threat to coastal communities, particularly from
the risks of excess heat to human health. 
They note that countries in tropical areas are likely to be the
most severely affected, and that many of these countries are
low or middle-income countries which may struggle to cope
with the effects.
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Dr. Daniel Belsky, an epidemiologist at Columbia University,
New York (my Alma Mater), has coined the term ‘geroscience’,
meaning geriatric, or related to age. 
Here, he has devised a novel blood test which determines the
pace at which a person is aging. 
His group has devised a method which studies the formation
of methyl groups through an enzyme in the DNA of senior
citizens and �nds that this methylation is sensitive to aging.
This is often referred to as ‘gerozyme’.

Gerozyme’
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I n a recent judgment, the Supreme Court ruled that citizens
have a “right against the adverse effects of climate change.” 
The Court was giving its verdict in a case that raised concerns
over multiple deaths of the Great Indian Bustard due to solar
power transmission lines against India’s obligation to meet its
emission reduction and increase its energy capacity through
non-fossil fuel sources

 Supreme Court ruling that citizens have a right
against the adverse effects of climate change
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What does the judgment say on human rights and climate change? 
The Court notes that the Indian government has taken multiple steps
through legislation as well mission-led programmes to address climate
change. 
The Wild Life (Protection) Act 1972, the Water (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act 1974, the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act
1981, the Environment (Protection) Act 1986, the National Green
Tribunal Act 2010, were among those referenced in the judgment; the
National Solar Mission, the National Mission for Enhanced Energy
Efficiency and, the National Mission for a Green India were also
mentioned. 
“Despite governmental policy and rules and regulations recognising the
adverse effects of climate change and seeking to combat it, there is no
single or umbrella legislation in India which relates to climate change
and the attendant concerns
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climate change increases year by year, it becomes
necessary to articulate this as a distinct right.
 It is recognised by Articles 14 and 21,” the judgment
notes. 
The Court also said that if vulnerable communities were
affected, say by coastal erosion, land degradation, or if
people were made additionally vulnerable to disease,
agricultural losses, storms and flooding — all indirectly
linked to climate change — then rights under these
Articles (14 and 21) would be violated, further
necessitating an explicit link between climate change and
rights
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The link between climate change and human rights has grown
stronger since the Paris Agreement of 2015. 
The preamble of the Agreement had references to “human
rights.
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