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Q‘’From passion comes confusion of mind, then loss of 

remembrance, the forgetting of duty. From this loss comes 

the ruin of reason, and the ruin of reason leads man to 

destruction.’’

Q''जुनून से मन का भ्रम होता है, फिर याददाश्तखो जाती है, कततव्य भूल जाता

है। इस हाफन से तकत का फिनाश होता है, और तकत का फिनाश मनुष्य को फिनाश

कीओर ले जाता है।''
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• .Extreme heatwaves in China follow �floods in Pakistan because 

of an upper tropospheric pathway tied to the Asian summer 

monsoon system, according to an analysis of more than 40 

years of atmospheric data. 

• This pathway emerges due to the system’s internal variability 

and occurs independent of sea surface temperature forcing 

patterns. 

• In the summer of 2022, Pakistan experienced 

catastrophic �flooding. 

• Right afterward, China was struck by long-running heatwaves 

followed by severe drought.

China and pakistan climate
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• A new study demonstrates how a diversity of functional plant 

traits can bolster dryland forest ecosystem productivity in 

Canada as the climate warms. 

• Based on 57 years of data, the research suggests that dryland 

biomes with more of this functional plant diversity are far 

more productive than their monoculture counterparts even 

during drought intensification. 

• Functional diversity can thus boost ecosystem resiliency 

over the long term and are unique as Canadian drylands offer 

a well-preserved forest ecosystem for research.

Functional diversity
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What is Functional diversity ??

• Functional diversity refers to those components of 

biodiversity that influence how an ecosystem operates 

or functions.

• The biological diversity, or biodiversity, of a habitat is 

much broader and includes all the species living in a 

site, all of the genotypic and phenotypic variation within 

each species, and all the spatial and temporal variability 

in the communities and ecosystems that these species 

form. 
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• Functional diversity, which is a subset of this, is measured 

by the values and range in the values, for the species 

present in an ecosystem, of those organismal traits that 

influence one or more aspects of the functioning of an 

ecosystem. 

• Functional diversity is of ecological importance because 

it, by definition, is the component of diversity that 

influences ecosystem dynamics, stability, productivity, 

nutrient balance, and other aspects of ecosystem 

functioning
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• coconut palm is considered as a native of Malesia, a bio-

geographical region that includes Southeast Asia (notably 

India), Indonesia, Australia, New Guinea, and several Pacific 

Island groups.

• In India, coconut is mainly grown in southern States —

Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and Andhra 

Pradesh. 

• These states produce over 90% of coconuts. This is 

because these trees need a warm and sandy soil which is 

well- drained and nutrient-rich, a warm and humid climate, 

and abundant rainfall. 

coconut palm
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• North India, on the other hand, has a predominantly 

temperate climate, with cold winters and hot summers. 

• The region also experiences distinct seasons with uneven 

rainfall, which are not conducive to the growth of coconut 

trees. 

• However, some Northeastern States, with their appropriate 

temperatures and rainfall, also produce coconuts, but they 

have a clayey soil, not ideal for the trees to grow
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• While the NOTA (none of the above) option has been in force since 

2013, the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961, allows electors to decide 

not to vote through Rule 49-O. 

• A remark to the e�ect that the elector has decided not to record his or 

her vote would have to be made in the “remarks column” against the 

entry relating to the elector in the Register of Voters by the presiding 

officer, after which the signature or thumb impression of the elector 

would have to be obtained against such a remark. 

• The option of NOTA, introduced through the Supreme Court’s 

intervention, has been available on electronic voting machines (EVMs) 

since November 2013.
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• There is a difference between an elector exercising Rule 49-O and 

one using the NOTA option. In the case of the former, the 

likelihood of such an elector compromising his or her secrecy is 

high, as there is a procedure to be followed manually at a polling 

booth. However, in the case of the latter, there is no such issue.

• But, according to the Handbook for ROs, the NOTA votes are not 

to be taken into account for calculating the total valid votes 

polled for the return of the security deposit. 

• The EC’s stand has been that the person getting the largest 

number of votes in any constituency will still be declared the 

winner, regardless of the number of NOTA votes. 
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• But, with respect to local bodies’ polls, the situation is

different, at least in Maharashtra.

• Through an order in November 2018, the Maharashtra

State Election Commission said that NOTA would be

regarded as a �fictional electoral candidate for the polls

to urban local bodies, and wherever NOTA gets the

highest votes, the Commission would go for re-poll.
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