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A recent study of the Indian Ocean �oor or the bathymetry.
there is a significant improvement in the upper ocean
salinity, temperature, and currents, particularly near the
coast.
“Oceans play a critical role in both weather and climate
prediction and the maritime industry. 
Due to the vast economic benefits, it is essential to
accurately forecast specific oceanographic parameters
such as currents, temperature, and salinity of surface and
subsurface on different time scales,

bathymetry
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the study has highlighted the importance of bathymetry in
advancing the understanding of ocean dynamics to
improve the ocean state forecast, weather, and climate
forecast over the Indian rim countries and subcontinent.
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A nephrologist in Kozhikode noticed a specific pattern in cases of membranous
nephropathy diagnosed amongst his patients. 
They all had high levels of proteinuria, in the range of 6.5-22.2 g/day � Patients
admitted to regular usage of fairness creams before they began experiencing
non-specific or subtle symptoms.
 Most patients had a history of use of fairness creams, most of which were
unregulated brands offering rapid results �
 People are unaware that mercury in face creams can be absorbed through the
sweat glands, sebaceous glands, and hair follicles and absorbed by all tissues.
Repeated topical use results in systemic toxicity, manifesting as damage to the
kidneys  

membranous nephropathy
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Membranous nephropathy (MN) is an autoimmune disease
resulting in nephrotic syndrome, a condition when too much
protein is released into the urine (proteinuria), ultimately
resulting in renal failure.
another antigen, Neural epidermal growth factor-like protein 1
(NELL-1), has been linked to a rare form of MN.
Mercury is a highly toxic heavy metal which is used in
fairness/anti-ageing creams as in its inorganic form (mercury
salts) it can inhibit the formation of melanin resulting in a lighter
skin tone. 
The higher the levels of mercury in face creams, the better the
whitening effect.
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Inflammatory Bowel disease
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Payment aggregators are entities that settle payments from customers
to merchants — unburdening the latter from creating a payment
integration system of their own. 
The existing guidelines cover their activities in e-commerce sites and
other online avenues. 
The latest draft guidelines propose to extend these regulations to
o�ine spaces, entailing proximity or face-to-face transactions. 
The RBI observed back in June 2022 that the nature of activities
carried out by the PAs, both online and offine, is similar. 
It aspires to bring in “synergy in regulation covering activities and
operations of PAs apart from convergence on standards of data
collection and storage

Payment aggregators
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More than a decade after the Supreme Court cancelled 122
telecom licenses in the landmark 2G spectrum scam judgment,
the Union government has moved an application for a “certain
class” of spectrum to be allocated through administrative
processes. �
 The alleged 2G spectrum allocation scam is said to have
originated in 2008 when the then Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government sold 122 2G licences on
a first-come-first-serve (FCFS) basis to specific telecom
operators. � 

New Telecom Law
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The law passed by the Parliament last year empowers the
government to assign spectrum for telecommunication through
administrative processes other than auction for entities listed in
the First Schedule.
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What is the significance of the new telecom law? 
The Telecommunications Act, 2023, passed by the Parliament last
year empowers the government to assign spectrum for
telecommunication through administrative processes other than
auction for entities listed in the First Schedule. 
These include entities engaged in national security, defence, and law
enforcement as well as Global Mobile Personal Communication by
Satellites such as Space X, and Bharti Airtel-backed OneWeb. 
The government can also assign part of a spectrum that has already
been assigned to one or more additional entities, known as secondary
assignees, and even terminate assignments where a spectrum or a
part of it has remained underutilised for insufficient reasons
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The U.S. has once again included India in the ‘priority watch list’
of countries, along with China, Russia, Venezuela, and three
others, for alleged problems related to IP protection and
enforcement, and has said there will be particularly intense
bilateral engagement on the matter during the coming year. 
There has been progress under the U.S.-India Trade Policy
Forum in addressing issues of trademark infringement
investigations and pre-grant opposition proceedings, but
numerous long-standing concerns remain, per the U.S. Trade
Representative’s 2024 Special 301 report 

India in the ‘priority watch list’
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The Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) was
created in 1962 to advise the President on trade issues, lead
international trade negotiations, and oversee the resolution of
disputes, enforcement actions and other matters before global
trade policy organizations such as the World Trade Organization.
With more than 200 committed public servants, USTR meets with
governments, business groups, legislators and the general public
to gather input on trade issues and discuss the President’s trade
policy positions.
 With offices in Washington, Geneva, and Brussels, USTR is also
part of the Executive Office of the President.

United States Trade Representative
(USTR)
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The Tartessos were a Bronze Age society that flourished in
the Iberian Peninsula in southern Spain some 3,000 years
ago. 
They were a near-mythic civilisation, rich in resources and
technologies. But the advanced society vanished
mysteriously some 2,500 years ago.

civilisation
of Tartessos
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