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The ninth meeting of the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Body (INB), the final leg of
negotiations for the 30-page World Health
Organization (WHO) Pandemic Agreement,
commenced last week (March 18).
 This is the most momentous time in global
health since 1948.

The key features 
The WHO Pandemic Agreement aims to
address the systemic failures revealed by the
COVID-19 crisis, with the goal of
strengthening global defences and averting
future pandemics from spiralling into
catastrophic human crisis. 
The world’s first pandemic treaty aims to
“strengthen pandemic prevention,
preparedness and response” with “equity as
the goal and outcome”.

pandemic treaty 
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 It addresses the searing inequity witnessed
during the COVID-19 pandemic including a
lack of preparedness in countries and the
lack of coordination at international levels. 
The draft negotiating text covers several
issues, that includes pathogen surveillance,
health-care workforce capacity, supply
chain and logistics, and tech transfer to
support the production of vaccines,
diagnostic tests and treatments, and the
waivers of intellectual property (IP) rights. It
seeks to strengthen surveillance for
pathogens with “pandemic potential”. 
The Agreement requires countries to also
commit to better managing antimicrobial
resistance, strengthening their health
systems and sanitation, and making progress
toward universal health coverage. 
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.Separate talks at WHO aim to amend the
International Health Regulations, which
compel countries to report health
emergencies within their borders.
 There is a significant emphasis throughout
the text on equitable access to medical
products.
The current negotiating texts have also
proposed an establishment of the Conference
of Parties (COP) to oversee the
implementation of the Pandemic Agreement. 
The proposed establishment of a COP
suggests that the Agreement could be a
classic international treaty adopted under
Article 19 of the WHO Constitution as
opposed to the alternative Article 21 opt-out
regulation
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The concerns 
The most contentious aspect of the
Agreement, essentially between
developing countries, and others, mostly
developed countries and some
stakeholders, lies in the establishment of
a global system for sharing pathogens and
their genetic codes, while ensuring
equitable access to the ‘benefits’ derived
from research, including vaccines. 
Developing countries are hesitant to share
information on pathogen spread and
evolution if they perceive little in return, a
situation exacerbated during the COVID-
19 pandemic by “vaccine nationalism”. 
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To address this issue, the current draft of
the Agreement proposes a quid pro quo
mechanism, formally titled the WHO
Pathogen Access and Benefit-Sharing
(PABS) System that compels countries to
share genome sequence information and
samples with WHO-coordinated networks
and databases.
 In return for access to these data,
manufacturers of diagnostics, therapeutics,
and vaccines will be required to provide 10%
of their products free of charge and 10% at
not-for-profit prices.
The challenge of global governance,
enforcement, and accountability is the
second major sticking point of the
Agreement negotiations. Without adequate
accountability and enforcement
mechanisms built into the Agreement, the
whole endeavour is merely an exercise in
symbolism
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The European Commission has launched non-
compliance investigations against tech giants
such as Apple, Meta, Google's parent Alphabet,
and Amazon to ensure fair and contestable
markets in the digital sector, as per the
provisions of the Digital Markets Act (DMA). � 
The investigations focus on alleged violations
related to steering customers to in-house
services, ranking practices in marketplaces, and
compliance with DMA obligations. �
 The Commission assessed mandatory
compliance reports and gathered stakeholder
feedback before launching investigations,
expressing concerns about compliance with
DMA provisions by Alphabet, Apple, and Meta

 Digital Markets Act (DMA).
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What is the DMA about?
The Digital Markets Act is the EU’s law to
make the markets in the digital sector fairer
and more contestable. 
In order to do so, the Digital Markets Act
(“DMA”) establishes a set of clearly defined
objective criteria to identify “gatekeepers”.
Gatekeepers are large digital platforms
providing so called core platform services,
such as online search engines, app stores,
messenger services. Gatekeepers will have to
comply with the do’s (i.e. obligations) and
don’ts (i.e. prohibitions) listed in the DMA.
The DMA is one of the first regulatory tools to
comprehensively regulate the gatekeeper
power of the largest digital companies. 
The DMA complements, but does not change
EU competition rules, which continue to
apply fully





The hindu analysis by saurabh
pandey sir

India has consistently topped the global list of
countries imposing internet bans, with
approximately 60% of all recorded blackouts
worldwide. � 
Shutdowns have been implemented citing
reasons such as national security and threats
to public order. � 
Indian States and Union Territories can
impose shutdowns only in cases of a ‘public
emergency’ or in the interest of ‘public safety,’
as per the Indian Telegraph Act. .
However, the law lacks clear definitions for
what constitutes an emergency or safety
issue.

Measuring internet
freedom in India
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Global Internet freedom has declined for
the 13th consecutive year, and the
environment for human rights online has
deteriorated in 29 countries, according
to the latest Freedom House report.
 India’s ranking has hovered around the
same benchmark in the last three years.
This is a dip from 2016 and 2017, when
India scored 59 points, to 50 points in
2023
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China has sent more than a million bottles of
water from melting Tibetan glaciers to the
Maldives,  a gift from the world’s highest
mountains to a low-lying archipelago
threatened by rising seas.
 The Indian Ocean nation of 1,192 tiny coral
islands is on the frontlines of the climate
crisis, with salt levels seeping into the land
and corrupting potable water, leaving it
dependent on desalination plants. Scientists
say glaciers in the Himalayas are melting
faster than ever due to climate change.

China sends glacier water
from Tibet to climate-hit

Maldives
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The United Nations
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) warned in 2007 that
rises of 18 cm-59 cm would make the
Maldives virtually uninhabitable by
the end of the century. 
Maldives president promises his
country — 80% of which is less than a
metre (three feet) above sea level —
will beat back the waves through
ambitious land reclamation and
building islands higher
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