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Big Cat Alliance

The Union Environment Ministry
plans to set up and coordinate an
International Big Cat Alliance
(IBCA), along the lines of the
International Solar Alliance, an
India-headquartered initiative to
promote solar installations globally 
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International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
from Switzerland; Science and
Conservation International
Snow Leopard Trust from
Kyrgyzstan; The Amur Tiger
Centre from Russia include
nine partner organisations
have also agreed to join the
IBCA as partner organisations.



The 16 countries that have
expressed interest in joining
the alliance include, Armenia,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brazil,
Cambodia, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Ecuador, Kenya, Malaysia,
Mongolia, Nepal, Nigeria and
Peru.
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There are two recognized subspecies of
tiger:
the continental (Panthera tigris
tigris)
the Sunda (Panthera tigris sondaica)
Habitat: Tropical rainforests, evergreen
forests, temperate forests, mangrove
swamps, grasslands, and savannas.
The tiger historically ranged from
eastern Turkey and Transcaucasia to
the coast of the Sea of Japan, and from
South Asia across Southeast Asia to the
Indonesian islands of Sumatra, Java,
and Bali.
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Elephant Behaviour

Elephants in the eastern Himalayan
Floodplains bury their calves in a ‘legs
upright’ position, a new study has
found. 
Through long-term observation, the
researchers also found that elephant
herds tend to avoid the paths where
the carcasses were buried and take
parallel routes.
The major findings reflect that the
carcasses were carried by trunks and
legs for a distance before being buried
in a ‘legs upright’ position,”
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Rampant environmental changes and
forest destruction push Asian elephants
(Elephas maximus) and their African
counterparts (Loxodonta africana) to
explore human spaces to fulfil their
dietary and ecological requirements,
leading to ‘novel’ elephant behaviours in
shared spaces
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Faulty warning systems, poverty and
deforestation of mountains in the
southern Philippines turned recent
unseasonably heavy rain into deadly
disasters, scientists said in a report.
A study by the World Weather
Attribution group found the unsually
heavy rain in eastern Mindanao was not
“particularly extreme”. 
But with people living in landslip-prone
areas and shortcomings in weather
alerts, the rain became “devastating”. 

Faulty rain in
Phillipine
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The scientists found that a
higher-than-average rate of
poverty in the mountainous
region had left people
vulnerable to the impacts of
heavier rainfall, while
“intensified deforestation” had
increased the risk of landslips.
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Alexander Stubb was sworn in on
Friday as Finland’s new President
and said the Nordic country has
taken “the final step into the
Western community of values” by
becoming a NATO member.
Finland joined NATO in April 2023
following Russia’s 2022 attack on
Ukraine. 
It has the military alliance’s longest
land border with Russia — 1,340 km
— and is one of the most active
European providers of military and
civilian aid to Ukraine.

Finland NATO 31st
Member
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Death penality in
india



In Jagmohan Singh vs. State of Uttar
Pradesh4, the five judge bench of the
Supreme Court, by a unanimous verdict,
upheld the constitutional validity of death
penalty held that capital punishment was not
violative of Articles 14, 19 and 21 and .
 In this case the validity of death sentence
was challenged on the ground that it was
violative of Articles 19 and 21 because it did
not provide any procedure.
 It was contended that the procedure
prescribed under Cr. P.C. was confined only
to findings of guilt and not awarding death
sentence. 
The Supreme Court held that the choice of
death sentence is done in accordance with
the procedure established by law.
 It was observed that the judge makes the
choice between capital sentence or
imprisonment of life on the basis of
circumstances and facts and nature of crime
brought on record during trial.



In another case Rajendra Prasad vs. State
of Up5, Justice Krishna lyer
empathetically stressed that death
penalty is violative of articles 14, 19 and
21. He further said that to impose death
penalty the two things must be required:

The special reason should be
recorded for imposing death penalty
in a case.
The death penalty must be imposed
only in extraordinary circumstances.



The question was again considered in
Bachan Singh vs. State of Punjab in which by
a majority of 4 to 1 (Bhagwati J.dissenting)
the five judge bench of the Supreme Court
overruled its earlier decision in Rajendra
Prasad. 
It expressed the view that death penalty, as
an alternative punishment for murder is not
unreasonable and hence not violative of
articles 14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution of
India, because the "public order"
contemplated by clauses (2) to (4) of Article
19 is different from "law and order" and also
enunciated the principle of awarding death
penalty only in the 'rarest of rare cases'. 
Bhagwati J. in his dissenting judgement
observed that " death penalty is not only
unconstitutional being violative of Articles
14 and 21 but also undesirable from several
points of view."



The Supreme Court in Machhi
Singh vs. State of Punjab? 
laid down the broad outlines of
the circumstances when death
sentence should be imposed. 
Justice Thakkar speaking for the
Court held that five categories of
cases may be regarded as rarest of
rare cases deserving extreme
penalty.
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